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The Fir LETTER. 


My Lord, 


Some inflence of ly duty to your Lops may be ju ly © 
_ at this diſtance,- and none 1 think more 
er from this face, than the preſent condition of the hart 
land ; which though your Lordſhip may more fully wn- 

derſtand from ſome other better able to give it, yet that con 
ration is 0 #polegy for my ſilence, in {o Important an 4 br 
aud this uſe at leaſt me be mage of my attempt, to teftifie to 


your Lordſhip, how ' ready I ſhall. be to ”= an account of other 
Tranſattions not ſo well wh at 


HE Church of Scotland is at this time under the Claw of an 
inraged Lion ; Epiſcopacy aboliſhed, and its Revenues alie- 
- -pnated, the Clergy routed, ney 2 farm of Sentence, and others 
- . by violence an popular fury ; their Perſons and Familie abuſed, 
*« their Houſes ranſack'd, their Gowns Kd to > ER with many other 
injuries and indigniries coy them, w wed forþear naming, that-I 
may not of Martyr your Lordſhips ROAncs y the bare recitalof them. 
oft in the Army as it has carried me 'unto many 4 op of 
cn Kin dom, Ree has it has, given me as many opportunities to fee and 
ent . cond 
The occaſion of "ll theſe di alters, ; 15 the prevailing ſtrength of 
the Contibden Party, a Fa&ion here takin its name from one 
Cameron formetly their Leader, and who was in his Rebelliott: 
' They are a fort of rigid Presbyterians, or rather Fifth Monarchy- 
| men ; valuing neither K. William nor K. Fames, any further, than | 
BB a5 theſe Princes happen-to pleaſe them ; ſome d g. Heads in 
j the Council and Parliament, have made uſe of- thoſe Mens binds 
8 to bring their ends a whoſe weakneſs, otherways was too diſ- 
- cernable. From theſe di they repreſent abroad the inclina-' 
tion of the P 25 when to the Pregbyterian Government, and alladgo 
the Popular Zi: ule highly ey they are only 
of their own. makin ways ypon the Complaints laints and Peti- 
tians of 1 injur 'd Ok © $s. might be odtained, "which however 
they bad, o far from, a ter luch romanRe ances they fare - 
worle, 


xefed, 


8, © .c . 2.) wy : 
worſe, and have this aggravation to their miſeries 5 that they 
are unpitied_by choſe who opght to prote&t them : Nay now 
at-laſt the Government it ſelf is: become a Patty againſt them ; 
and whete before good iy ce and well affe&ed Per- 
ſons, ſcrened their. Miniſters from the' Diſfſenters Barbarity ; now 
. they ſuffer by a- form of Law, Ads of. Council , and are them- 
(elves reputed- Malignants , -and ſuffer as a diſcontenced FaRious 


People. 

Lad yer.che Church Party , -bock for niimber | an” quality 
was predominant in- this Nation : "The 'Nobles and Gentry are 
generally” Epiſcopal , and fo the 'People eſpecially Northward , 
where to my own knowledge they are fo. well affe&ted;, that It 
would be no hard task to bring them,” Cultu: & Ritibus cum © 
Anglis Commimibns ſubſcribers, as Buchanan \aith the' Ancient Scots 
did. when'they ſtood in fear of the French, and defired England's 
afliſtance againſt them 5 my frequent "reading 'of owe Service , 
and Preaching in. their Churches co the Auditories ſatisfa&ion ,, | 
the Careſſes' of the Gentry, and reſpe& of the ordinary People , 
-whenever I met them, infers ſo mich, and plainly' diſcovers that 
they" neither abhorred- meinor my* way .of Religion. At Perth I 
was readily admitted ' into *the Church-and Pulpit , though the- . . 
Magiſtrates refuſed the' ſame favor to the: Lord Cardroſs'a Privy 
Counſellor, and the Lord Argyle in behalf of two -Cameronian 
Preachers; and though the former of theſe; forced his way thi- 
ther upon one Sunday, yet the Lord. ! ' was better provided 
againſt another, and-took the ſame*method, I mean the ſtrength 
_ of the City to oppoſe and baffle the Latter 3 and when-it was 
urg'd by both theſe] Lords, ' that that liberty they defired , -was 
ranted to me ſome Sundays before, The Magiſtrates excus'd 
Hoifaves with an order'to that purpoſe from Sir Fohn Lanier. 
Even at Edinburgh i ſelf, the Faction, was/ſq- weak , that they 
. were. forced to' fend-+ privately to''the Welt for. afliſtance, - before 
they durſt attempt afy violence vn the regular Clergy : But _ 
the College of Jolie: being informed of therr coming, Armed 
themſelves and their Friends;-and ſo were ſecured ' bath they and 
their Miniſters , until an order was - obtained for laying down 
' their Arms again ; Indeed 'at Glaſgow the Fation 15 ſtronger, 
and this Town may be ſaid to be the warmeſt neſt of the Ca-- 
eronians, and yet to my knowledge, the' moſt conſiderable, and 
| Perſans of the beſt quality "are very well affe&ed, and would pre- 
vail, were it not- for the afliſtance of WO PEOANNS TOS the 

; -  Malig-. 
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ns £387 
I have hadthe hottour and hoppwmet to converſe- with the Clergy 


here of che firſt form, and I find them very reverend, and as far 
as I can judge very learned and judicious Gentlemen, they are ex- 
ceedingly wronged by the Faction,-when they are called ignoranc 
and ſcandalous; it's an unjuſt calumny to ſay they would have be- 
trayed the Laws, which were made for the defence and ſecurity of 
the Proteſtant Religion ; when all the Biſhops of Scotland, two ex- 
cepted,were unanimous againſt the repeal of the Penal Laws againſt 
the Papiſts in My Lord Murray's Parhament r685. And as great is 
the popular miſtake concerning the Biſhops Revenues, whichchey 
will have to be one Arbitrary Stipend from the Crown,which makes 
them precarious and ſubſervient tothe Princes Will ; whereas their 
Incomes are as independent in that reſpeR, as the Biſhopricks of 
England, and have their ſeveral Localities, as they. are here called, 
or Tythes and Mannors to ſupport-them : Theſe and the like obje- 
ions againſt them -and the regujar Clergy, are only inventions to 
countenance ſome Mens reſolutions right.or wrong to ruin them ; 
_ and indeed that they are. fo reſolved not only again che Biſhops, 

bue all the Epiſcopal Clergy, isevident from hence, that notwith- 
| ſtanding they have thoſe qualifications, which are even now requi- 
- fite for the exerciſe of their Miniſtry, as praying for the Kang, 

&-c.——— Yet ſome other objection is rais'd againſt them, and this 
now. isa very influencing - one, that if all the reſt of the Parilh be 
Church People; -and welldiſpoſed to their Miniſter, and but one 
ſingle Diſſenter among them, it is a ſufficient reaſon to eje& and 
deprive him, how induſtrious ſoeyer the others are to continue him 
with them ; as'in the inſtances of the: Miniſters of Mouſegard, Col- 
lingtoune, Kirknentoun, and Kirklifoune, not to mention ſeveral hun- 
'dreds, that have been routed by the Rabblz, and- yet are- riever re- 
ſtor'dto the purpole, nor have opportunity to ſhew whether -aKey 
will comply or no. © | 


My Lord, if the perfe& knowledge of theſe things has made ſome 
impreflion on me, it's no- wonder upon the. account of common 
Chriſtianity. 1 am forry for:the diſtreſs of this Church , and in 
compaſlion tot, I wiſh I were able to contribute any ways to the re- 
lief. and recovery of ict. This-1s all I can do 'in- order to that, to 


e your Lordſhip. the beſt- account I can of her preſent circum- 
nces ;-and what hopes ſhe has in-proſpe& upon the Diſſolution 
- of this Parhament. EN 2 If . © 5g 
What Intereſt your Lordſhip has with: Their Majeſties, Wa 

e403 thing, 


[6 þ 4 
"thing well underſtood ; here'I | ecol oy 
ke Lordſhip ; I beg ps 


| Lordſhip, by one who 
he. may fail in E's manner of by 
| 3 
Tour - Lordſhips Moſt Obedjent, 
FILE Curate and Serum. 


Glaſgow Offeb, 12. —— $9. 


POST-SCRIPT 


We are haſtening to the Sea-fide, to be eratiſporthe i into Tre- 
land, an expedition no var ſuited to a Man of my conſtitution, 


tl ſubmit to my Lot an d humbly intreat your Lerdihipto con- 
der me. ; 


The: Second LET TER. 


SIR, 
I's Received yours of the date, &:c. Wherein as ag expres; a | mighty 
for the bo fires acl wh thin. this King- 
; | you peas T8 10 F ap Wi rote ſo eafily per- 
Fe as YE 1 Ns are 
made of hem by fete Eno nd EGrete whole 
Kingdom of Engl, ; you t ore require cod trough the hol 


| and erue account of their Preſent State and Perſecutions ; 


on, = it is not 10 nuich to 'ſatisfie your curioſity, as.to nal 


you 


. This1 fay is a-very harc task ; for t9 digeſt 

pr. x -of that Nature to purpoſe (in my 0 ). would re- 

7 di AG of a great head » 6 expe: s of much "I, 
£ 65 xe Ps an 


— 


- or the Grounds on-which the Clergy have 


their Adverſaries ; nor how partial they-are in "gk 
how carefull they take all things by the wrong ha 


VUnuy; | at 
'ed duzly our Publick Aﬀemblies, and many participared of che ſame. 
Yacraments with us. There Were .NO ſeparate eetings kept i [4 


. T#F | 
7X > z-for 'is-hardly. poſſible to {er theirccir- 
rtances, thee gp an without deducing id Aﬀairs from 
the Very Retrormation, and Mpping 1n-matters 0 e all alongfſt, 
as Al” as of Eccleſiaſtical Concern ;. fo cloſely have: the eos 
tereſts been ſtill linked togerier in. this Kingdom : - Without. that, 
Strangers will-never anderſtand ſufficiently, ether our Conſtitution, 


| been obliged to go in 
y tranſactions: Neither will they be able to perceive how. un- 
alt and calumnious the Repreſentations be; which are made by 


Ir accounts, nor 
: induſtriouſly. 
preſenting the dark f1de of things to the World, where.there is. any 
1QtrIcacy ;,and many times blackening even. that which is truly fair 
and. beautiful, when irmakes for their purpoſe. * 

Such a work as that, I am hopeful, ye may ſee ere long ; for I 
have good reaſon to beheve, ſome abler Pen than mine-will. be 
imployed that way by and by : And therefore, I was.once inclined 
to have referred. you intirely to it :. But calling to, mind again; what 
et vg ye exprels, to have if ic were bur ſome overly notice of 
our Caſe; and withal Fonhieriag, tat herein you may be gratified 
without prejudice to 'that- more tull and large account: And like- 
wiſe, that perhaps a preſent account (though never ſo ſhort and 
rude.) may. have its propec uſefulneſs ; I have. prevailed with my 
ſelf, to cait together what follows, I will aſe. as few: words as 1 
can, and perhaps I ſhall not be careful co obſerve exact Order and 
Mebod ; but L hope your goodneſs will pardon that, upon my pro- 
m 


me tel you nothing, but what can be made appear to be 
rag, beyondall contradiction. 


/ 
I take my Riſe from the Death of that Great Prince King 
Charles Fl. He left this Church of Scotland in more peaceful con- 
dition, then it had been of a long time before; it was united to a 
very defirable degree : Generally all Scotchmen were of one Com- 
munion ; for thoſe of the Popiſh perſwafion were ſcarcely one to 
599. The-Quakers were not one to 10099, The Presbyterians a good 
ume before, were divided into, two Sets, one (but by far the {mal- 
ler), was againſt all Indulgences given by the King; the, other had - 

rakenthe liberty, which he had ſeveral cimes granted, but was then 

rerracted. Fhis Party had for the moſt part returned to the Churches 
their Preachers were generally become out Hearers, attend- 


\ 


L ' - --n 1 »-'? © > ; 4 Pye 
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- J + 
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leaſt publickly, but very rarely, and 'anly by that other Party, 
now crea ea iy og OF of Ce. Y bh , ape 
. Mr. Richard Cameron, who (being ſometimes. maſter at Fa/k. 


land, **nd turn'd out of that imploymene for infufficiency ) betook 
himſelf to the erade of Field Preaching, became wonder ray admi- 
red of the giddy Multtude, was killed wr Taft jo Den Rebellion, ac 

Amds-moſs, and ſo commenced Martyr Amo 1680, _-  - 
This is that Party with whom theſe ſharp Methods were taken, 
which are complain'd of in the. P. of O., his Declaration for the 
Kingdom of Sz», and hugely aggravated by the Paper called 
the - Scorch IngtMirion. But had his Highneſs known: their pra- 
Aces; (how they (by their Manifeſto's) rejzeRed K. C: as their _ 
Sovereign, made many Declarations of War againſt him, Excom- 
municated him , and (when they had opportunity) Murthered 
choſe, who (in their Stations according to their dury,)) any ways 
fupported his Government, efpecially- Biſhops, Miniſters, and Sol- 
diers ; pretending it was done in a juſt War, and they had Com- 
miſſion from King Feſw« for it, &c.) 1 doubt he would neverhave 
madethe treatment they met with a grievance: And if the World 
knew i (as perhaps it may, ſooner or later) certainly it would have 
but a very mean opinion of the Author of that moſt” ſcurrilous - 

Pamphlet : T only ſaid their Pratices, for all Presbyterians Cat leſt 
in Scotland, as will ap in the Sequele)) have really the ſame 
{bftantial difference 15, the Cameroxians are 


- 


ir keg 
ciples. They found 
weak, and they had 


cate, and' their Party 


cure ;_ 


hey. weric then on.other Prin-- - 


Po 1 


uy thertfors they found it convenient to wait a ficter oppor- 


| that Rebellion was quaſht;- 
'turn'd'feriousto Sar eek 


King Fane, be _ 2 Roman 
vx" Se of- 
| wr Boo 4 the Foe be this Penal Struts came to 
rhe © For this ehd, it was reſolved” the Parliament ſhould meer, 
and 'before-it ſite, {everal Perſons of - Greateſt Note within che 
Kin were called up to London ; the Duke of Hamilton, Sir 
George Lackart (the Greateſt Lawyer in the Kingdom) then IT | 
dent of the Seflion, &c. "Their errand was to concert. Matters, and 
make way for the King's inclinations wi- that —__ ag 
the reſt, the- Arch-biſhop of St. Andrews, and the then Biſh 
Edinburgh, now Archbiſhop of Glaſgow : They made a condeſc 
ſion too, which afterwards was very much talked of; bur 1 caq af. 
ſure you'Sir, it was nothing ſo odious in it {elf, as it was repreſent- 
ed tobe; Thave ſcent an yn it, it did not 'g6 the leny 
(by fat) of Petiſionary Fagels Fetter; and to tell the truth freely, 
| io far asTcan comprehend things, they had great reaſon to 
far as'they went; tf abe et it ſhall be { nba? 4 
» £0 cheWorld; atid fully vindicated, ButI'go on 


The Parkmens met ; the Members were. qualified oF 
N40 But the Courrded all 


to Law; TT; _Y 
not; at fl kept on foot by Epiſcopal 
not OS ( ardon © 'tis ordinary 1 in AK. GL 0 ) and 
ſome of the ps too Were aQive in the matter. This, to let 
you ſee whether the Epiſcopal Party in this Kingdom can be ſaid 
to be inclin'd for 

This Glap pintment uritated his Majeſty; wherefore, the next 


reat & , the ſuſpending, topping , 'and diſabling all che 
F Ph ters, and ng a Toleration to Chriſtians of 
| xi my again Th This was done by publick Proclamation ; . the 


firſt Edition was dated* Feb. 12. 4; 8 "The Presbyterians, as much 

as any Men, ftood amaz'd at the Diſpenſing Power at firſt, and 

{eem'd' to fee clearly the il conſequences Ip a breach in that jur- 
ure. This themſelves frankly confeſed ac the 3 and T 

- know -Bitegd therefore once very near to a general refo tion a- 

mon never to take the benefit of it : This all know, 

that for fome bend Br after the' publication of t, no confi derable _ 

breadiWas made; they ftill continued in the ſame Communion 

| withus. EY PETIA 

"Hal eafily bekire un ink) 1 this grated the Popiſh gt £ h 


WE TT EE OI I_S 
. 


tained the Tolernot, "ond Th 


irong preſumptians) 


. eee er mg | 
ee et Edi pm—m—_— — _ - 
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for. they ſaw evidently, if the. Unity « of ah 1 was not: broken , 
their Intereſts would advance ut very ſlowly ; S werenen 


hp plc 6 oh {m7 he 
= e Pr OECAL 


| | were made uſe 

of to en them, prevath "pi þ is hat fume, the ſe- 
cond Edition came out, was em. 28. 1687: ) .they had 
Dn dered the ſtrength © Fer F Party and found:they;. would. be 
| _e £9, make a EQS: had then. 6 ro eas com 10n$ 
nat Helen, £0 Pipealing Fan blervi- 
ency.;to the, enſuing k A D which” there there be very 


Tha not readily determine. "Thi is certain, 
[ouel Dag pA with the ſecond Edition. 

hey pretended the terms 1n the firſt were tage ievous ; 
Salle Mitgations, were ,made..in the; ſecond ; ſo 
ger be ent.to the- Divine Proyidence, 
expfelfion, when ye know thataccording 
to. ps Snot gr Fo nes make a,confiderable 

t 


part of the Rule of Fair aners) nor negle&;o.bleſt an _ | 
oppartunity ; Alha "tis evident. to wy, who compares..the rwo 
Proclamations, | re are no mate al alcerarions, T's certain 


wo, 


Was ans to carry on, the ſame Intereſt with'the firſt ; 
ad AB A 98eH , O Yilpenfing Power init : Both 
, © at. W hoever. al {4 have. che Take of the Tole- 


"1 olds repiney own the King's abſolute Difpenſ ng Power, by.which 


it. was granted ; only the Oath contained 1g rſt, was left- out 
in the d: Bur oven.in. the ficſt ir was not abſol ately r ired ; 
Yb the Proclamation ſays. no mores but that, inſtead'o all. mer - 

We. 4 Law, HA: we y ſhould be taken and ſworn, by 
Hts Ma jeſties Subjets. or ſuch of them, as he or his. P rivy Coun- 
hag require ſo to do, And moreover, it was incirely diſpenſed 


by the Kings Letter to his Council, March 31. Anno 
Tk ſo that ir-can neyer be aded as a £ W y they did not 


Sowa ns: Marg! ns Hereat 
the gr be  amon 1s o he FToleration was 
And 2 that ar che Oh of e Diſpen 
[ proceed to ſhew how. TR me.remark one 
ng: "It %, phacernr 90 ney Was. 
21 kk from.us,; on 
that = on. "My alſo are theſe; Thin} lived in Qomy 


- 5B. 
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Caf 
niet with.uis,; for. ſome: years before the firſt, Edition of the _Tole-- 
ration :: They-continued-ſo, 'even for ſome; Months after that Edi- 
tion, iz; till they $X the; ſecond; -at' leaſt yery few-broke off in 
thavanterio./. While they lived jin-Commumon . with us, they ac- 

ed their Conſtiences allowed them ; indeed, what fort of 
Chaiſtians: had.they been,. if it had not been ſo ? Many (& can. 
find-cheir Names af I be.put to it). thanked God; that they-were 
reconciled to us, and. frequently proteſted all the World, ſhould 
never again engage ther: in_che:Schiſm... ' Nay ſome of the ableſt- 
of.thex:; Preachers, (within a Y few Weeks before'they embraced 
the Toleration). ſaid to ſome of the -Regular: Clergy, they ſhould 
never do it ; they. were reſolved never to Preath. more in theic life 
time. "Further yer,; ſome of them, even after the ſecond Edirion, 
continued for a long time; reſglved- never ta! engage 1n it ;-and- it 
coſt their Brethren much. paihs,; before they con overcome that 
Reſulution :- yea they tell us, to-this yery, day, if they were depriv- 
ed of their,.Laberty,, they "could return” to,us again. Can there be 
clearer Evidenc for an 


« y. thing, than theſe are, \that it- was. not 
Conſcience, but. ſome other Intereſt; that-involved. them-in ſuch a 


. general Apoſtacy fipm.one of the greateſt Concerns of Cheiftia- 


nity, the. Unity of the Church? Indeed, how couldever-Conſcience. 


 _ be pretended inthe Matter ? We had. not. the leaſt finful condition 


in our union ;- We ſtill maintain'd what themſelves, the ſame 
Articles. of Faith; w mankurp'd God after the ſame manner: There 
is no imaginable differenge_between-them .and- us, in the Admini- 


ſtration of. Sacraments.z .ifthe Orders of the Church of England.be 
valid, .. {o; are. ours. VWs was'ever, comroverted amongſt. us, 
was the point. of. Ghareb Goyernment:;"'tis true we uſe the Lord's 
Prayer- and: the Doxology , and commonly require the Creed .in_ 
Bapuſm, which |they. do not, ; | if [theſe can ;ultific a Separation, 

guilty; Bur if they can, .let the. World judge. And now. 

ings.bejng-ſo, I would. further ,ask any Man this Queſtion ; 
ey make ſuch clamours" now concerning their by- 


ings, it can be; Gaid,. that. ever they ſuffered for: Conſci- 


; -; ey Y.'- ' | | 
= he Schy umſtanciate, as I have (aid, and being once 


ſes. how.ſoon it came.to a conſiderable 


& *« 


'M 


g-houſes were Erected in ma- 


" 
* 
a "©. 
| - = 5 
3 
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ſpecially in. the Weſtern Shires, (che. great Neſts of 
Jand the.Cl we s Were drain'd ; Altar was ſet up againſt 
pretended I sbyter againſt the Biſhop. all arts 

PR. "1 "OW Wers 


then; if':a1 
| S616 v ban 1 forchwith-out of 
EE a. 'Husbandman, his hap - 
were 


was if his N not fed amongſt his Ocens 
1n- a Night ime hewasa (Lin acl hom) hom: him ; 

_ifa a fb Eſtate (a Laird as we'cal ) his own Te- 
nants would abuſe hint to'his face, and threiten him eweney vio- 

lences: in ſhort, nothing was left ok "Dis fioGchs leaſt pro- . 

| bability of weakning our hands or-ftren POT, 

On the other hand; never a more thank le to His Ma- 


jeſty. Addreſſes you know, were then why oy: 10n, and none 
more forward J fa Yeo Reg ene anruled. To 


the King's Moſt- orcadg of: the - 
Pep ths 4 ned He Kingdom of Szorland;- and 
ar che-foot, Subſcribed its Otr Names, andin the Names of che reſt 


of go Pope of oe poi 


perſuaſion at" their befire, in” whic 
fie go frors the: 


h Addreſs, 


Paget at: Ind by the of God they. 1 
themſelves, a ns may 44 e rather "to en 


hp gg foward: them; ker G Bk Bn _ 
WwW aifigyal Princip s or Ya ices { as t own 
ae os oof what] iy ery _ 
po bans: tl $ 
And indeed-for x 


Party ,- and the P. of ©, 
Re Mhacle; 


C13] 
tom with themſelves; or they. had recaiv'd: ita . their Tnjun- -- 
&ions from the Court Party, not to meddle- with theſe of the Ro- 
man Church; or they did. not underſtand the Controverſies (which 
ſeems the molt probable, and fo found themſelves obliged in pru- 
dence to let them alone ; Iam not concerned tb: determine. - *Tis 
certain' it was ſo de fatto (for once to-make) uſe hereof" that 
term) and T have twenty times heard ic confe(s'd by their'conſtant 
Aitditors. Nay to this very day (though now they may 'make bold 
with'Popery , without the. hazard of. giving the preſent- Court a 
diſpleaſure, and ic might be expeRed they ſhould do-ic, for very ob- 
vious Reaſons) they very rarely meddle with it. . Their great work 
is to batter down Antichriſtian Prelacy and Malignancy, Prelacy has . 
been the cauſe of all the Calamiries this Nation has groaned under, 
Got knows for how many years; King Feſws.has' been baniſhed, - 
the Goſpel has not been Preachcdin this'Land theſe 27 years by- 
paſt. Upon my word I'm' ſerious Sir, there's-nothing more ordina- 
ry in their Szrmons then ſuch cant; andthough their Texts be'com- 
monly taken from the Old Teſtament, yet.they are all pat and home 
to the purpoſe: I could eafily give you a great many- good notes of 
 . their Prayers, as well as their Secmons ; and. condelcend upon the 
—_ Perſons, &c. But perhaps ye may. ſeethat ſometimes done 
y ic en, bl hl tbh, HF "IS 
- While 1n theſe: Conyentidles, -Popery was fo kindly forborn ; int 
- our Churches theſe Controverhes were. our moſt frequent Subjects  - 
eſpecially in theſe places. where Prieſts were ſetting up. - This 'is 
well knowrrall over. the Kingdom ; ſome ſuffered,. and many' were 
terribly threatned for ir, I could give you: part of their Names: and 
Hiftories if it were needful. -. | x JR Top 
-Such wasthe broken State of our Church from Fuly $4. till Ofe- 
ber 88,” wherrthe. late great Revolution began to calt up; and his - 
Highnefs the Prince of Orange was ſaid to be coming-ta Britain, to 
dehver us from Popery and Slavery, and reſtore our Religion; Laws - 
and Liberties: - You know that was an extraordinary: Enterpriſe ; 
Britain had not been Invaded' by any Foreign Prince, for, an hun- 
dred Years before. Therefore it-was expedient his Highneſs ſhould - 
forecaſt, for as kindly a reception-as was patlible;- to this end he 
ave out his Declarations for both Kingdoms. It ſeems that either 
Pi Highneſs, -has bzend of the Regular Clergy in Scotland, 
and dreaded. ey would not ſo readily embark wit | 


w 


| .. 


L THEY . NC | him; as th 
cegbyterians were likely.co'do; or | he has. had none, 'or very few 
| of th#&Scxch Nation then about him, but ſuch as -were of: chat per- 


ſuaſion: - 
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- Not obtain behef among Strangers : Nor -will 
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ar a the Declaration kn the 
ound to be purely Presbyterian : 
not Pen it ; otherwiſe the Act of ns had .nob) hath. piic Jae: 
it as a' Grievance: vHe::knows very W upon what reaſons it Ts 
made, and if he> pleaſes; can eatily 7 it ; neither had the Cler- 
gy of the Weſt (for they muſt =_ Men) been fo generally pro- 
eerden your Var and: ignorant : He was. better acquainted with 
viany of them than ſo ; L had rather think; the Door had never 
ſeen that 'Declaration-unzil xt was publiſhed. But what though he 
had? and: for Reaſons of Srate , thought fic to let it go as it was ? 
wy no-great matter. As: laid, it was down-right Presbyterian, 
a ge no: good-to. us: But God be thanked, it found Us| ge 
ney ly in» good preparation far ſufferin ng F Perſecution, for we had 
caſt up,our accounts before, and foreſeen that poſſibly we mighe 
be expord to Tryals: though we had not mych refle&ted, that it 
was'to be by the hands of+ Proteſtants. _We were conficmed further 
a in my uſpicions/-when we found that thoſe who were engaged 
the Presbycerian Intereſts, were flocking up to London and 51 
Ks moſt numerous,. as: well as active appearances about his High- 
nels's Court ;- that:they- only. had his ear, and ſeem'd Ds chief 
Perſons, who..(upon'His Majeſties Reuremenc) transferr'd the Go- | 
vernment of this Kingdom upon him. By theſe hs, ny an 
to ſee further too into the kk ol chi Brethren; and NI at 
Deſigns they had carried on babes Schiſm ſo vigorouſly the year before ; 
yet we never dreaded that ſuch horrid Barbarities would be our lot, 
as afterwards were put in execution. And fo I am introduced to 
the main part .of my- work, which. is to give yoila brief account, 
ataſte as it were of our preſenc Sufferings; which were they repre- 
ſented fully; and in-all their proper Coles, Pace they ' would 
make it my. work 
at preſent:todo.it; bothrfor thar I intend brevity, aiid am unwilling 
to give 40 the World ſuch; a diſguſt at my Native Country, as the 
Barbariries we mer: with, fully laid open,. muſt needs produce in all 
rant re who have: any ſenſe ether of Chriſtianity or Humanity. In 
then 
It leaks Almighty God. FR. mhoſe Proyidence it becomes us 
humbly to ſubmit in all conditions): to Permit bg vwe ſhonld have 
a-Tryal- of the; .Crok; whereof God forbid we nk ce by. = 


ingdom of Scotland, we 
nt. Doctor Burner did 


ſhamed ; hang to: give. Us,up: tort | 
mies, tharthe he cruſt us inco_che the arrying on 
| Ow Glorious \ k, ths was ther ey; when Wh T3 


a. tain 
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what was the Pohtick ;' for imme 
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tain accqunts' came of the Prince of Orarges's Reſolutions , to 


come. irito England, all -our ſtanding Forces: were called thicher : 
Sq that this Kingdom was left. deſtitute of ſuchreans as were neceC 
lary to ſecure the Peace, iE-any. diſturbance ſhould happen to' ariſe 
amongſt-us. When that Prince Landed, Kitig Fame: being deſerted 


- by his Army , , and foon- after difown'd by his Subjedts ; was put 


upon the.neceflity of leaving Brizain And: here in- Scorland: his 
Council very ſoon diffolv'd, of its own actord, fo that in effec-the 
Nagon was 1n a manner without, Government, | by whoſe faule I 
am. not now-to inquire. Upon this His Majeſties ſudden Ab- 
dication,. and. voluntary difſ@lution of his Cotncil, our-Brethren 
found it ſeaſonable for. them to turn: ſerious with us. Bur-jt-was 


ir might mean ; but it was not long before we learned by the effeas, _ 
4 ; Sts in the Weſtern Shires (where 


went | about, 


d as FI Il 


4 > 


; 


own houſe : They beat = W; 
a that"ithad alm ang” pr-ncotg 
the Poor's:Box and other ane By mg Church, and threatned 
peremptorily if hs ſhould ever offer -after that to Preach there; he - 
-mighe affire- himſelf of more ſevere: treatment. 
*Fhart ſame night! about Eleven. of the Clock , - another Party 
came to the Dmelling-houſe of Mer. Finnie ee Fg at. Cathcart ; 
. hewas from home hinſhlE: The Seaſon was not only. thety natu- 
rally cold, but a moſt vehement froſt prevail'd ; yet (behold theic 
;hamanity.! ) they<chruſt his Wife, with four or five 7 Cnall-Children 
.ont of doors, abbur Midnight ; chrewour all his furniture, and (cill 
after more than half an hours intreaty) would not ſuffer the poor 
_  Gentlewoman with her tender Babes, to have | that. night, 
_ _ fo much as in the Stable; nor a-Fire of her own to 
Young ones fromthe ſeverities of the Weather. The weak xd 
Children, (and no wonder, when 1 gh to ſuch a rigour) almoſt 
- lick'ned thereafter : But whether any of them. dyed, x know 


"Thar cans: og be Miniſter at Carmunnock, Ais-F | 
| red ; no ny other * Pact, it was 5= 
$2 re ou a 
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How they teok Mr. Robert Bell Miniſter at Kilmarnock, from his 


"Chamber on a very froſty day, kept him four or five hours bare- 


headed, expoſed to the Cold; cauſed his own Sexton to tear his 
Gown 1n pieces from his Shoulders ; took the Engliſh Liturgy from 
his pocket, and burnt it with much ceremony in the Marker-place; 
calling him Papiſt; and it the Maſs-book in Englifh, &c. 

How they came upon Mr. Simpſon Miniſter at Gaſtown, took 
him out bare-headed-alſo, cauſed his Sexton carry his Morning 
Gown, tothe moſt,publick place of the Village, (for he had put his 
Canonical Gowns and Caflicks out of the way, and it was neceſ- _ 
ſary a Gown ſhould be torn ; that was an eſſential formality,) where 
they cauſed him to put it on, and then rent it in pieces. How there. 
after they carried him to a River, forced him to wade through it, at 
one of the deepeſt places, then turn'd his face Northward, ſaying 
to him, get you gone to your, own Country, and ſee for your life 
you never look Southward or Weſtward again. 


How they carried Mr. Als Miniſter at Cawdir, his Gown, be-. © 


ing from home himſelf, in proceſſion to the Church-yard, made: a 
long harangue, concerning their Zeal for God's Glory and the 
Good Old Caule, after that a long Prayer, then'rent the Gown ; 


. and concluded the ſolemnity with a volly of ſhot, &-c. Could there 


be greater diſhonour done to Feſws Chriſt and his Holy Religion. 
How chey ſmote Mr. bite Miniſter at Balmgtre, on the face with 
the butt. of a Mouskert, for ſpeaking to them with his Cap on, as 
they worded it, though it was 1n his own Houſe, and the Fellow 
that ſaid and did fo, was a mean Pedler. How they thruſt at his 
heart with a naked Sword ; ſo that both his Cloaths and Skin were 
pierced, - though, ſuch was the good Providence of God, ' what 
through the throng that was in the Room, and what through the 
diſtance the Miſcreant ſtood at, who made the thruſt, che Wound 
was not dangerous? and how they beat his Wife moſt rudely, though 
at that time ſhe was ſo big with Child, that ſhe had paſt her Reck- 
How in a mighty ſtorm of froſt and ſnow, they took Mr. Brown 
Miniſter at Kells in Galloway, then reſiding at. Newtoun, carried 
him to the'Mercat-place about four of the Clock in the. Morning, 
tyed him to a-Cart, ſet his face to the Weather, &c. in which. po- 
ſture- he - had: certainly 'died, it a poor Woman, whoſe heart it 


. ſeems was-made of ſofter mettal, had not caſt ſome Cloaths about 


WP > > he we7 20 
How they came on' Mr, Fravcis Reſs Miniſter at Renfrew, and 
>; | — "> chrew 
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' tlirew outhis Wife the third day after ſhe"'was brought'to Bed, to- 
gether with her cender Infanr. $7 4. | S_ 
How they treated Mr. Guthrie Miniſter at Keir, in a ſtormy rainy * + 
day, turning all his Family and Furniture out at doors, although 
three of his Children were ans IV tick, one of a Feaver, t 


other two of the Small Pox; an 
treatment., - < ni | 

How by their rudenefſes to Mr. Skinner Miniſter-at Daly, they 
firſt frighted chis Daughter , a Young Gentlewoman Aged abour 
twenty, into a Feaver; and then returning after five or fix days, 
while ſhe was in the rage of it, how they turn'd het out of her Bed, 
pretending to ſearch for arms, though it-was very well known the 
whole Country over, the good Mans genius lay never that way,and 
ſo diſturbed her, that ſhe dyed raving, amongſt her laſt words re- 
peating theſe over and over, O ! theſe-wicked Men will Murther 
my Father. How they contrived and cartyed 6n the Tumuls at 
Edinburgh and Glaſgow. What Letters were ſent to ſome ; what 
Citations in- Name- of the Rabble to others, commanding them to 
remove from their Churches and Manſes under the higheſt Penal- 
ties What work would it require, I ſay, to digeſt all theſe and 
the like inſtances fully and particularly ? perhaps the World may 
ſometimes ſee it done : Bur it is enough for my 'purpole at preſenc, 


how two of them dyed upon that 


_ to. tell you, that. theſe were-their common Methods, and by 'fach 


means, 1n a very ſhort time, more than two hundred were thruft 
from their Churches and Dwellings. Do not think I am impofing 
on you ; what-I have affirmed can be fo atteſted, that greater Mo- 
rat Evidence can be had for nothing. $ | 


When ye have read thus far, and when your fiirpriſe' and firſt 
horrors are over, and, as. your temper t, you fall a pondering whar 


| I have told you; I am apt to apprehend, a great many things may 
offer, themſelves to your conſideration ; ſuch is your humanity, - 


that, I know, you will be caſting about for Topicks and Apologies 
to alleviate this heayy charge, I am giving 1n againſt our Perſecu- 


tots, What? (fo may you think) certainly na applications have 


been made to thoſe in power ; for what Perſon in the World bear- 
ing the name of a Magiſtrate, would not have" found himſelf obli- 
2d in credit and honour, as well as duty, to fall on ſpeedy remedies 


Bo ſopping ſuch an impetuous Current of bare-faced Wickedneſs ? 


Or, at moſt, they have -been but pure Rabble, the ſcum and” re- 


fuſe of the People, who acted thele Barbaricies; and they have. 


” - 


been ſo. numerous, ſo fierce and uncontrolable at” that time, that 


Autho. 
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Authority has. been too weak for them ; for it is not poſtible that 
any of the Nobility or Gentry, -and much leſs, that any of the 
®Presbyterian Preachers, could allow of, or- have an hand in ſuch 
Villamies: Or, if theſe in Power were acquainted with ſuch things, 
and yet gave no-protecftion: And if the Rabble had encourage- 
ment from any Perſons of better Quality ; you can hardly miſs to 
conclude, that theſe Clergy-men who were fo treated, have been 
the moſt profligate Rogues in the World ; Wretches, who deſerv'd 
ro be {wept from off the face of the earth, without pity, and with 
all the ſolemmnities of diſgrace and contempt ; for what elſe can bs 
imagined to juſtifie ſuch proceedings ? Thus (1 ſay) perhaps, Sir, 
you may reaſon with your ſelf, when you are making your refie- 
cions on what I have already told you : Bz pleaſed therefore to 
_ a little patience, and con{ider what I am to tell you fur- 
ther. | 
No ſooner did theſe outrages begin, than ſuch applications were 
made, as you your felt (Pm ſure) will judge ſufficient. Such of 
the Peers of the Kingdom, as were Privy Counſellors, and had 
not gone for London were addreſſed, but” they could bring us no/ 
relief : Our next Work therefore was to ſend up private accounts 
. to. Londen, as we had intereſt or acquaintance, with thoſe of onr 
Nobility and Gentry who were: there: But our Enemies had well 
foreſeen all that, and had their inſtruments ready to run down all 
private Letters, as the blackeſt Lies and Forgeries ; and we were 
called all the infamous things that could be: Our delign was to 
work miſchief, and breed diſturbances. We were Popiſhly affe-- - 
&ed; and the Politick of ſach reports was to hinder the Settle- 
ment of the Peace, and Eſtabliſhment of the Government : In a 
word, we were mortal Enemies to. the Prince of Orange, and all 
his Glorious Deſigns for- ſecuring the Proteſtant Rehgioh, &c. 
They received Letters to the quite contrary; ſure they were, their 
Carreſpondents were Men well nog: whe with whatever paſled ; 
and. belides, they were' Men of Conſcience-and\ tndoubted Inte- 
grity : They would not conceal the truth, far leſs would they write 
Lies and Falſhoods; yet-their accounts bore daily, that there were 
no-ſuch Perſecutions of Minifters, no Tumulrs, no Rabbles, &e. 
The Kingdom was 1n a moſt profound: peace, and every Man had 
all imaginable ſecurity, efpecrlly the Clergy. With ſuch bold af- 
frrmations as theſe, they perſwaded his Highneſs, on whom was 
transferred the Government "of this Kingdom , that all our ac- _ 
counts were malt falſe and villanous, and he ought nat s be- 
D 2 leve 
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and uſeful, but could not obcain their inſertion, .it cannot be deny- 
- e&, but it ſeem'd favourable to the Regular Clergy: . But would ye 


— 
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heve them; only by them he might judge what- a+ pack: we 
were, Oc: | | | 


This we were advertiſed of by ſome of our Friends: Wherefore, 


ta give his Highneſs convincing-Evidence, if it was poſlible, the 
Brethren of the Seven Presbyteries, (that you may: not be: ſcandak- 
zed at the word, be pleaſed to know that according to the conſti- 
eution of our Church , the Presbyters of the ſame Diocels, «are 
commonly combined into ſeveral Cenfiſtories or Fraternities : 
Theſe Confiſtories meet way once in three or four Weeks for 
Diſcipline ; leſſer' matters they di 
pare for their Biſhop; and theſe Confiſtories or Fraternities with 
us, are commonly called Presbyteries)) of Glaſgow, Hamilton, La- 
werk, Air, Irwing, Paiſley and Dambartoun, on whom the Perſecu- 
tion came fuſt, and lay moſt heavily,communicated Counſels, and 
concluded to ſend up one of their number, well inſtructed, to ac- 
quaint-his Highneſs with their circumſtances, Accordingly Dr. Scerr 
Dean of Glaſgow was ſent to Lendon : He had with/him; an hum- 
wh proteRion, to be preſented to his Highneſs, and a 
Commiſſion- to himſelf to preſent it ; each of (them ſubſcribed by 
twelve or fourteen hands: Beſides theſe two- Popers that the evs- 
dence might be yet more unqueſtionable, he had likewiſe particu- 


lar accounts of the injuries and violences done to the Brethren of 


theſe ſeveral Presbyteries, from their Reſpe&ive Deputies, who- 


met with Power to. ſend him, ſubſcribed with their. Hands ; and 


wherein they undertook to,make good what they Repreſented, up-- 
on their higheſt Perils What more could be required to make 
Faith ? to make the truth of qur complaints appear: beyond all ex- 
ception ? Yet when the Docos came. to London with theſe inftru- 
ations, the good Party continued to have the forehead to contra- 
d&& all; and run him do 

his Highneſs was: convinced: then, of the Weſtern Barbarities, and 


ſeem'd willing to contribute for the prote&ion of the Clergy :, So 


a Declaration was ordered for the preſervation of the Peace of this 
Kingdom, dated Feb. 6. 1682. - And, though -Dr. Scott was earneſt. 
to have , had ſome Clauſes put in it, which had: been very proper 


a- 


know what ſucceſs it had ? You may learn that from-the Tumuk, 


which happened at Glaſgow after it's publication. © 
Upon the prote&ion promiſed, and the keeping of the Peace 
commanded by that Declaration, at the deſire. of many People of- 


the. 


ſpatch, and the greater they pre-. 


wn with Noiſe and Clamotr. However, 


_ 
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the beſt quality within the City, upon the 19:h of Feb. The Par- 
ſon. of Glaſgow ventured to the Pulpit z but was forced to eſcape 
* for his life before Sermon was ended; for-inftantly, upon notice 
iven that Sermon was in the Cathedral, (by the inſtigation of 
Sh Preachers*as I 'am told) all the Meeting-houſes emptied, and 
forthwith went to Arms, came to the Church, diſcharged ſeveral 
Guns through the Windows, then made open the Doors by force, 
&c. In ſummm, many- were wounded, ſeveral Gentlewomen were 
ſtript almoſt naked, and moſt rudely treated; but you miſt expe& 
the full account of this from ſome other hand, 

So likewiſe Maſter Fames Litle Miniſter at Trail/lat, upon the 
Authority - of the fame Declaration ,” reſolved to have repoſleſs'd 
himſelf of his Pulpit ; but was exerciſed to = by a Rabble of 
Females, who tore not only his Coat, but his very ſhirt from him ; 
. and (ſuch was their modeſty) had well nigh done the like with his 
breeches, had he not cryed to. them over and over, that it would be 
ſhame for them to-look on a Naked Man, &c. 

So.Jittle was his Highneſs's Declaration noticed ; and .when . 
it was- objeted to theſe Hero's and Heroins of the Reformation ; 
their Anſwer was ready: That Declaration was but a' Sham- 

paper 3 they knew his Highneſles mind and reſolutions better than 
' ſo; they would go on 1n their work , "and take their Hazard. 
Then - begani .we to ſee further into the Presbyterian Intrigues 
than we had done before; for 1t required no preat $kill either 
in Logick or Politicks, to conclude, that they had got their inſtru- 
&ions from their- Agents at London, to continue in their laudable 
Zeal, notwithſtanding that Declaration : But of this more after- 
wards. In the mean time, an account oof that Tumult at Glaſpow. 
was forthwich ſent to- his Highneſs, by an expreſs : But no notice. 
was taken of irfurther, than to refer it to the Meeting of Eſtates, 
which was to ſet-on the 14th of March: But before I come to. 
that ob, | 

Give me leave once more to return to that Declaration, and take. 
notice of one thing: Becauſe the Intereſts of the Clergy were con:. 
cerned: Ir is, it's commanding all then in Arms (except the Gari- 
ſons of «he Fortreſſes, and the Company of Foot entertain'd by the. 
Town of Edinburgh) within the Kingdom, inſtantly to disband ; 
and it's diſcharging all Perſons-in time coming to take Arms, or 
to continue if Arms upon any th: qu whatſoever, &c. There: 
was anÞ.Intrigue-t this which perhaps ye have not remarked. When 
the work: had gohe on: ſo ſucceſsfully in the Weſt, eſpecially in 

: | Glaſ- 


—————n—c<knunmn— rﬀmiqnuncncqc—nr.- 


— — — 


— — —-— 
— —_— 


» - 
- A . 
© 4 
. 
ot V "© - > 
s. } * 7 
ET Ce ES on ee ee o__—_—_—_—_. A 
opp Sayyp___—__———__—_—___—_— — 
rm —_—Y — uw oo — _—— —- wv 
# 
- 


> 
» A 


bw Wt 

w7 4,4 _ 
Din 

- 


Z | p —=_— ”_ 


j W_—_ p m _— m—_— 
” —— _ 
% p , 
- , 
el -» % 
22 
" ns 


"Glaſgow, by the firſt Tumule, which was there on the147th of 7- 
 wugry, the rhd-iy oi Lancy iD Edinburgh, (animated thereto by 
0 


their Brethrens ſucceſs and ſolicitations ; for. conſtant correſpon- 
dence was, kept amongſt them) were upon the refolution of falling 
upon the Clergy of that City likewiſe : And chat. it might be done 
to purpoſe, the Weſtern Zealots were coming to the Town 1n 
Troops daily; This the Magiſtrates had notice of ; wherefore cen- 
{idering what Tumults had been raiſed in the City before,. how un- 
fixed” the Mobile was,. and *haw much led by Wild-fire and Hu- 
mour x and ſo, being diffident-of the dalicy and torwardneſs of 
their ordinary Guards; They invited the College of Juſtice to-take 
Arms, and affiſt them in defending the Miniſters aud ſecuring. the 
Peace of the City. * That Callege (conliſting intirely of Geatle- 
men, and Perſons of liberal and generous Education.) readily com- 
plyed with the invitation, rorm'd themſelves into a Regiment, and 
kept Guard for feyeral days according to the Military Diſcipline. 


One would think there was nothing here amiſs, On the contrary, 


ic was certainly a moſt generotis Adion, an undertaking. becom- 
ing good Patriots, (thus to appear againſt Tumults and Rabhles, the 
greateſt Plagues of Society, and Enemies to the peace of Mankind) 
and deſerves to bs tranſmitted to Poſtericy with the higheſt Enco- 
minm's ;* Yer as generous as it was, and as much of equity as it had 


'on it's ſide, it gall'd the Presbyterians exceedingly ; for thereb 


their Defigns were diſappointed; chey durſt not fall upon the Re- 
ular Clergy: Knowing what good affeRion theſe Gentlemen had 


. for them; and that if any Tumult ſhould ariſe, they would undoubt- 


edly behave themſelves according to their Charater. Wherefore, 


they preſently fent. tip hideous accounts to London to their Correl- 


pondents, of that matter, who (having then moſt-of the Princes 
ear) ealily gave him a wrong notion of it, and thereby -got that 


- Clauſe put into the Declaration. Nay Sir, ſuch a deep grudge did 


that behaviour of theſe Gentlemen , beget in the hearts of the 
Party, that (notwithſtanding they disbanded immediatly upon the 

blication of that Declaration) there were deligns on Foot ſince, 
to have called them to a ſfrit account for it: Bur why do I fay « 
was defign'd 2 The Council, I think in Fuze or Fuly laſt, actually 
appointed a Committee to try them z and ſeveral Adyocates were 
cited to appear before chem, and examined concerming the mat- 
ter : But4t ſeems (whether it was for ſhame, - or ſame. other cauſe, 
I know not) they thought.fit to let ut fall; , far, they have not: yer 
proceeded: further ; Yet on the other hand, the. Weltern-Rabbles 


were : 


Ka: 
were never called in Queſtion ; on the -contrarf, they were till 
encouraged ; as you ſhall hear incontinent. And fo I return to 

The Meeting of Eſtates; you know they met, on the 14th of 
March, and (as I faid)) to them the troubles of the Clergy were 
referred : Perhaps for your making a diltin& judgment of our Af 
fairs, it might be requiſite, that you ſhould have a full and juſt ac- 
count, how that Meeting was called ; how many of the Nobility 
were abſent from it; what ſcruples the beſt and moſt judicious of 
the Gentry of the Nation had about ic ; how thin the Meeungs of 
the ſmaller Barons were. in. many Shires, when the Commiflioners 
were choſen ; how induſtrious the Presbyterian Party was to have 
all Members Ele&ted of their own Gang ; what methods were caken 
with the ſimpler Members, to impoſe upon them.; what partiality- 
was uſed in the matter of controverted EleRions * what violences 
were threarned to ſome; particularly ſeveral Noblemen , &c. 
and what ſnares were laid for them : Theſe ſay, and twenty other 
things might perhaps be neceſſary to be punctually and particularly 
related to you; before ye can have an exa&t underſtanding how 
things went amongſt us. But I have reſolved all alongſt to'kee 
Cloſe to the treatment of the Clergy : And never to meddle with. 
the State, but ſo far as they are concerned ; and therefore if ye 
are curious to know theſe things, ye muſt either make your ap- 
or ng to ſome other Perſon, or at leaſt wait till another Oc- 
cafton. 

The firſt thing done by the Meeting, which could comprehend: 
the Clergy was an 'A& that paſſed on the 16th day of March ; 
whereby they voted themſelves a full and lawful Meeting of the 
Eſtates ;' and that notwithſtanding of any thing that might be con-. 
taind in King Fames's Letter, which that Jay was preſented to. 
. them, they would continue undiffolved, until they ſhould ſettle and 
fecure, the Proteſtant Religion , the Government, Laws and Li- 
berties of this Kingdom. This A&, when it paſſed gave thoſe of 
the ejected Miniſters, who were then at Edinburgh, occaſion to re- 
freſh chemſelves with'the hopes; that preſently their Caſe would be 
conhidered; for they were as good Proteſtants as their Neighbours ; 
and they had Rights and Liberties ,. aſſerted by Law, and which 
(by confequence) ought to have been ſettled and ſecured, as much 
25 the Rights and Liberties of any other Subje&ts. Bur alas ! theſe. 
hopes laſted not long: For not only was their Caſe never fo much. 
as mefition'd in the Meeting for a good time; but, with no good 
afpe& to' them; upon the 287h of March, when feverai of an Bi- 
EDELL ; | OPS, . 
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-ſhops, many of the Nobility, and not a few of the Barons and 


Burgefles. had deſerted the Houle; the thanks of the Meeting were 


ers : *Tis true indeed, the.Complement was not made them, un- 
der that Reduplication ; but I ſay, they were generally the ſame 
Perſons ; and that appearance they made, 'and for which they were 
thanked, was as illegal, though not fo barbarous as the other. But 
though that was diſheartening enough, it was not-the worſt on't: 
That wounded the poor ſufferers, but indirely; but the next ſte 
was.downright for their Ruin. | 

"It-was that Famous Proclamation dated April 13th. and entitu- 
led a Proclamation againſt the owning the Late King Fames, and 
Commanding Publick Prayers to be made for King Wiliaw and 


- Queen Mary. Famous, (amongh many other Reaſons,) for Keep- 


ing and Turning out of their Churches and Livings , the Better 
as well as Greater half of the Clergy within the Kingdom. And 
therefore let me ge you the Hiſtory of it a-little more fully. 

On the 4#b of April, the Meeting of Eſtates, by their ' Vote, de- 
clared:that King James had forfeited the Right to the Crown, 
and the Throne Vacant. On the 11th a Proclamation was Pub- 
liſhed, IE IViliem and Mary, King and Queen of England, 
to be King an | 
ſtanding the Meeting had Sitten very near to a Month, the Rabble 
were a5 buſie as ever; and that ſame Week, hadfallen on Mr. Stew- 
art Miniſter at Ratho. He repreſented it, and gave in his Petition 
for Prote&ion, on the 13:h day, being Saturday. This gave them 


.. occaſion to talk of the Clergy indefinitely, and” of the troubles 


many of them had met with. © But what ſhould be done in” Rela- 
tion to.them ? It was moved, and the, motion was entertain'd, that 


a Proclamation ſhould be ordered, requiring them to diſown King , 


ames, &c. and promiſing Prote&ion to: all that ſhould give duti- 
ul Obedience. But then another Propoſal was made; by his Grace 
the Duke of Hamilroun, Preſident of the Meeting, wiz. That thoſe 
who had been thruſt from.their Stations, might be likewiſe com- 


prehended, commanded. home to. their Reſpeive Churches, and. 


romiſed  Prote&ion upon their compliance. - This-was vigorouſly 
pn +7 by ſeveral of the Members; particularly Sir Fames Mont- 


gomery of Skelmarly, ſaid, that was downright to take the whole... 


Weſt on their Top ; it would diſfoblige all the Presbyteriags:; and 
.might have very fatal conſequences : Therefore the Meering muſt 


.xſot look ſo far back; it would be enough if Protection were oy: 
| ERC "<3 v7 nule 
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- given to that very ſame Rabble, which had turned out the Mini- 


Queen of Scotland: But all this time; nowith-. 


- 


> . | [35 1 
: miſed to thoſe who were in the: actual poſſeflion and exerciſe: of 
their. Miniſtry, which reaſoning prevailed; fo itcame to a Vote, 
and- carriedz.. that the Proclamation thould cun fo, as it was after- 
wards publiſhed. 415 30. 47 
. However plam- the» Caſe may: appear to be between K. Fame: 
and our preſent King #iliam and Queen Mary, which was the 
main Subje&t of the {aid Proclamation ; yer art this time I ſhall only 
tell you: what effe&ts it: produced upon: the Clergy. ' It diſtributed 
them (as is gvident-to any who reads it) into two Claſſes : Thoſe 
who-on that 1 3th. of April were (as 1t words it) preſently in the poſ- 
ſeflion and exerciſe of theic Miniſtry 3 and theſe who before thar 
day, had been expell'd by the Rabble: To' the former it grants a 
onditional, to the latter no ProteRtion at all, but entirely excludes 
them from their Churches and Livings, and the benefit of the Go- 
vernment.. - | | | 
PIL diſpatch what I have to ſay concerning theſe of the latter 
Claſs farlt; becauſe their Caſe is ſo very ſingular, and will 'make 
the. diſtineſt Figure, * when all is ſubjeted to. one view, contra- 
Qed into :one- body. 1 have already giver you a taſte of the Vio- 
_lencess. done:them.». T:have likewiſe taken notice, that you may be 
apt.to impute; all that) wasidone, © merely to the Mobile, and be- 
' heye;- none. of the: Heads:of the Presbyterian Party were any ways 
| | to. fuch Bacbaricies.. I have alſo-infinuated fach Argu- 
alroady,:25:may convince you that you are in a miſtake, if 
 ye:think-{6; -Particularly, the: pains were- taken to run down all 
Aecountsthat; werei ſent $6:London; (to what purpoſe, if theſe A- 
gents were-not on the- Plot); The no-notice'taken of the Prince's 
Declaration: for keepingithe/Peace; bit the Rabble's curning more 
inſolent after its publication ; (nnaccountably ſure ; it they had not 
wns/fromi their Correſpondents at-Court, to 


ments 
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\ 
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 {f it were needfu],- I could'give you plenty of further-Arguments, 
' to make it yet more. clear and evident : For (to omit what E have 

often” h from Perſons of no contemptible Worth nor Intell- 
gence, viz That there were Letters ſent _ London, which gave 
Na | ite 
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| have heard ſome who were then very aRtive-1n -rabbling the Cler- 
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life-to, the Iriſp Plot mentioned. before, and firſt fet the Rabble in 


motion: And that the Lord air, now. Preſident of |the'Seflion; 


was one Author (as perhaps cam be. made appear},..1.canld tell yan, 
that I have been aſſured by People of undoubted Credit, Tau 


gy, confeſs {ince, -that the Courſe was unchriſtian. and. horrid ; that 
they had' never attempted it, if they-had not been putypon' it by 
Perſons of mfluence ; that they were made to believe; there: was 
no other way toc.antroduce the Presbyterian Government; that:they 


riow - heartily repented, they; had been fo forward ; and-if: it were - 


to do again, it ſhould never be done. I could tell you-turther, 
that even after the:13th. of April, the Earl of Crawford: wrote 
Letters to the Leaders of. Rabbles, encouraging them to-perlaſbin 
their laudable Archievments ; andthis fo very certain, charthe Dake 


of Hamilron produced one of them in Fune- or Fuly laſt, © before 


the Council, and'put the: Earl co it, and he could nor deny it ; and 
that it made a great noiſe, | not only at that Table,:- but through 
the whole City. And Monroe of Towlis, one of the Members -of 
Parhament, jA 


| then; «*6hook 


and continues. to this moment ; 
made; yet never hitherto, ſ ue 9 LEY I 
notice” of it in form, thar'is, bearing a- Narrative to'this- purpoſe , 


Wheteas ſuch Violences have been done, &c. neveryet, I ſay; ſomuch 


as one-Proclamation of that nature, never fo much: as one'\Pexfon 
puniſhed for ſuch Violences- On the'contrary; ' the two As 
f | Wer. 
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the Government. .... ( 

Tf Ny Joube that that Was Lhe ſenſe and purpoſe of the Clauſe, 
I haye to prodt > another Pr amation, which will make an ex- 
cellent. Commentary ; .it 1s that which is dated Auguf 6. 1689. and 
entituled; 4 P , ion anent the Min ers ; whereof the Narra- 
tive:runs thus, eas the AR of the Kingdom did probibit and 
diſcharge any. Injury to be offered by any Perſon whatſoever to any Mi- 


miſter of the Go pel, either Foy Meeting- Houſes, who were then, 

viz. on the 131 of ril Joſt in poſſeſſion and exerciſe of their Miniſtry. 

And thus in the mandatory part, Therefore the Lords of their Majeſties 

Privy-Council, in their Majeſties Name and Authority do ſtrictly __ 
. py man 
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118 mand and charge, that none of the Leidges take on Yee to do any Vie- 
Y lence or Injury to any of the Miniſters of the Goſpel, _ whether they be 
preaching 'in Churches or ing-Houſes, and that _all ſuch as were" in 
ps eſſiow and exerciſe of their Miniſtry, fence the 13th. of April laſt, be 
| 6, vr to continue undiſturbed, and that ſuch Minifters as bawe been 


- - 


removed, diſpoſſeſſed, ' or reſtrained, without a lepal Sentence in the ex- 
F. | erciſe of therr Mmiſtry, ſince the 1 fs day of As , ſhallihe allowed 


ro return, &c. . Are you ſatisfied now 2 But F have yet more to give 


, 


J Ou. | | | 
bi; | I It is a Paſſage in that Addreſs, ſaid to be ſigned by the greateſt 
part of the Members of the Parliament of Scorland, and; deliver'd 
ij to his Majeſty at Hampton-Conrt, the 15th. day of Offober 1689. The 
i: words. are, It « not unknown to your Majeſty what have. been the {ad 
11 Confufions and Diſorders of this diſtreſſed Country under. Prelacy, and for 
Ls want of its ancient Presbyterian Government (What {cope for com- 
| WE-  menting here ! if it were my preſent bulinefs ? i And now the whole 
Wits Weſt, and many other Parts of Scotlahid, ; are 4 preſent deſolate and 
| if _ deſtitute, bawving only Miniſters (it ſeems'you own theſe Miniſters to 
Sis be no Miniſters ; otherwiſe, having them, how canthe Weſt, and 
. | | theſe other Parts, be ſaid to be deſolate and deſtitute?) called upon the 
[hi late'(K: Fames's) Liberty, without any B, 


the People who called them, before th 
Houſes amongſt them ? Who knows 
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deſerved as well az any, to 


6 a, which that 'Addrefs mentions: i re(: 
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if he had anſwered, How comes it to be ſo? Were there not Mini- 
ſters eſtabliſh'd there by Law 2 What is become of them 2 What 


(can you imagine). could they:return to'that, beſides one of theſe 


two, viz, Either again to addreſs his' Majeſty for reſtoring and re- 
pollefling thoſe who had been thruſt out ? (an Orerture; - which I 
readily believe, ,; got never footing amongſt their inclinations) Or 
to own. that they juſtthed-what was done to theſe Miniſters. ? And 
indeed the Air of their Language, in that paſſage, imports not on! 
that, but likewiſe, that they cake 1t for granted; that their King will 
readily juſtifie all tog; tho I am confident he neither can nor will. 
Would. you have more yet? As on Chriſtmas day, . Antio 1688. 
the Rabble firſt fell upon. the Clergy of the Weft, as I have ſaid : 
ſo-on Chrifmas- Eve, Anno 1689. the Council did interpoſe their 
Authority, and. have d&i{charged all the inferior. Judges within the 


Kingdom to pals Deoreets in favors of any Miniſters who were not 


in polſefion and exerciſe of their Miniſtry on the'13th. day of 
April, Anno 1689. for the ſaid Years Revenue; adducing for their 
reaſon; that often mentioned At and Proclamation, inferring 
thence, * that no. Judicature can determin in the Caſe, excepr* a 
Parliament. gt | 

' Thus, Sir, you may briefly underſtand the ſtate:of thoſe Mini- 
ſers'who were'thruſt from their Churches by lawleſs Force and Vio- 
lence: Poor Pcople! It would extart Compaſſion from any Breaſt 
not altogether, Stone, to ſee what ſad Cireumſtances many of them 
have been in this good time by-gone;. having had little or nothing 
to maintain themſelves with, and (in many inſtances) their nu- 
merous Families, but the Chariry and Benevglence of ſome ' good 
Chriſtians : For generally our Scottiſh Benefices are but ſmall ; and 


" the moſt part of the Weſtern Clergy had got little (till very 1fe- 


ly) 'of their Stipends for the Year 1687. and nothing of the 1688. 


- And by what I have ſaid laſt, you may gueſs what they may ex- 
recrbft 


he Year 1689. Can any Hiſtory ſhew a Prefidene for their 
Caſe 2 Were ever Chriſtian Miniſters fo treated in a Chriſtian 
Kingdom ? , Will this: pals with. afrer-Ages for good Service done 
to the Proteſtant Intereſt ? — Bur *cis now time 
To. paſs. over. to.the other Claſs, conhiſting of thoſe who eſ- 
caped he Hands of the Rabble, all chat myſterious 13th. day of 
April was over : They' had indeed a certain fort of Proteftion 
promiſed them by the Proclamation: But perhaps ſuch . an one, 
as you ſhall hardly find its ltke under any Government ;. tho I 
have ſet down the. Clauſe in part. already; yet I.will- repeat it 
over 
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"over again fully, -that-you may the better underſtand it : And the 
Eftates do probibit and diſcharge any Injury to be offtred by any Per- 
fon whatſomever, to any Miniſter bf the Goſpel,” either in Churches or 
Meet ing- Houſes, who are preſently in poſſeſſion and exerciſe of their Mivi- 


fry therein; they behaving (N-B.) themſelves as becomis, under the preſent 


amen: Thats, if they ſhall vead che Proclamation, -and pray 
for K. Walliam-and/Q.' Mary, as King and Queers of Seotland' let no 
Violeace bedonethem: Bar if they ll nor (be iruþay? tſoever 
Reaſons and N es) To your Task Rabble ; you ſhall not be_ 
queſtzon'd for ic: Is it not an excellent Government 4 thinkye”) 
where Rabbles are conſtituted Judges, ' and *Executors/ of ' Laws ? 
Was not that brave proteRion, at a JunRure, when the: gt hee 
men and Caſuiſts of both Nations, were making Prote&ion and Al- 
| legiance reciprocal ?- Yet verily Sir, conſidering the poſture of AF. 
- fairs then, no Man ( withour doing Violence to his own' Senſe. ) 
could ; a better gloſs upon it. ' Nay, what I have ſaid, -is the 
leaſt that can be colle&tedz for im many Mens opinion, theſe 
words { They behaving themſelves as becomes, under the preſent Govern- 
went ] were defigned to comprehend more than Reading and Pray- 
ing, and were put in of purpoſe to expoſe thoſe to the mercy'of 
the 'Rabble; who (tho -theyſhould obey thac Proclamation) ſhould 
at: dny time thereafter, refuſe Obedience” to any thing, + That -a 
Presbyterian Meeting, | Council or Parliament, ſhould enatt: 


| - 3 - 
termin; certainly the words will goo far eafily,” and without ftret 
ing :*'Tis-as certain the-Rabble herefrom took new encouragement, 
and kept up the:Perſecution as hot as ever; and for my partI can 
ſee no other thing like Law for turning out ſome Miniſters after- 
wards, who had Read and Prayed, tor not” obſerving the Tate 
Fiaft : | But of "that niore anon. Such was the pairs of the Pro- 
_ ranted: by that Proclamation: I proceed next to as won- 
erfu _ *mE | Wy pews 
It required the Miniſters within the City of Edinburgh eb, undec 
the pain'of being deprived, and'lofing their Benefices, to ks rie 
publickly from their Pulputs, - upon Sunday next, being. the 14th. ar 
the end of their Forenoons Sermon; and the Miniſters on this 
fide of the. River of Tay, upon the 21ſt. and thoſe be-North the 
ſaid River, -on the 28h. under.the Pains aforefgjd; > | : 
| Youlſee whar expedition '1t required of "the Miniſters of Ed. 
burgh : It was voted and enacted in'the meeting © Sauder about 
Twelve of the Clock,  it'was late: before it came from the Prefs, 
it came not to their hands till it was much later: Some of them 
| were 
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were in Bed before they heard of-it :. ſome received 'it not ell the 
- next airing? ſome (as I am told) never ſaw ir cdl they were in 
the Pulpit: To be ſure,nonevof then had time to confider 1t through- 
ly, exatnine the great Matters contained in-it, of deliberately ſatisfic 
* Con{czences about-it. The ſeven Engliſh Biſhops, :the year be- 
fore, by their' example, had taught the World that Miniſters were 
not to'Read Proclamations fide a and'in a blind: Obedience: 
- The preſent wt, 4 and hum it Þ ad given ſeveral months to'the 
Clergy of; that Kingdom to deliberate in, before Sentetice wasito be 
paſt-againſt' them, - for not:complying with- the preſent Revolition.” 
1f:Lal not miſtaken, no. Church-man'in- England is Deprived to 
thisday;z .but you know that better than I. -Sure I am, this our Pro- 
clarpatio! 1contarn'd things of as great Conſequence- as that which 
feven Biſhops found ſo. choaking, that they rather chooſed to 
run the greateſt: hazards, chan enjoyn''theic Clergy*the Reading of 
it 10 as. that "Law either, upon the account:of which ſo many of 
the: Engliſh Clergy are now under. Suſpenſion : yet che Clergy of 
Edinburgh maſt Read and Pray the very next day, -and upon fo ſhort 
Advertfement, or be inſtantly Deprived :- nor can the inclinations 
of. che people be pretended for ſoquick diſpatch; forT am'evld; and 
know ir to be"-cercain} that when the Gentleman who Preached 
thas hg in the- new -Church,. had< refuſed - to Read it,” and the 
& (after the Blefling pronounced) fell a: Reading of: itt; the 
whole Congtegarion (which tharday was very frequent) runifo haftt- 
ly. out - of che Churgh ({uch' was theirs 1ndignation.) that before he 
had half done; -there was notio much as one to hear him: So went 
mattersin that Charch. _ | 45a 4 
_ In other Churches of the City, ſome gave Obedience, and ſome 
did not. : Theſe who did it notumetwith pretty quick- Juſtice, for 
the very next Week they were Cited ts appear before the Committee 
- The farſt-who appeared, was - orie Doctor Strackan, Profeſſor of 
Theology in the Univerſity, and one of the Miniſters in the Trone 
Church, an mngenuous- Man, -and a truely Primitive Chriſtian ; he 
* madea Defence for-bimſelf, which many thought (6 reaſonable then; 
that I'cannor yec forbear to give you anatcount of -it. It was this for 
tabſtainee, *That the - Eſtates had found (in their claim of Right) 


_ that noneitan, be King or Queen. of Scotland till they have {worn the 
Coronation Oath : for this Reaſon 'they had Declared-that Fames, 
by aſſuming the Regal Power,” and ating as King'withonr ever 
taking the Oath'required by Law, — had forfered the wes rothe 
C58 Rs rown :. 


PP. William and Mary accepted of it : it was Wl la Cy Mm 


King and 


k wore Committee, and. ins two: or three Weeks: 


that. 
| July. Till which time. leave we qi og and return to the Rabble, 


+] 


Crown; That all the Eſtates had: yet done,. was only to nominate 


PP.JFiliam-and Mary, as Ha Poolbra co whom the. Crown ſhanuld be 
offered - Pati chep they had not ally made REOEEE ro. far RY hag 


ic, but t ſhould not, yet they co 
of ey hF __ folemnly {worn the yy yh ch 


in conſequ 


had uſed the ſame Delonce. told moreover, they were vill © 


Pray for. them as King. and Queen, ſo ſoon as ; they ha 
the Oath ; but this Naſed not neither : they had Sr as the 
Stares had enjoyned ; and {0 they; were Sentenced. TI PORN 

IT twixt 

ewenty and thirty: and all coo;before PP.#ilhom and 2 had ſworn 
the Oath ; or (which .is alt one) before accounts came from! London 
that they 'had done; it: for- upon! their /afluming the Royal Power 
(you know) the Execution of the: Law, longs to them and their 
Councl, 'and ſo there: was no more place for that Committee. \. ©. 
PP.Wilam and Mery took the Coronation Oath, at White-Hal, the 
eleventh of May 1689. Then they named' their Counſellors for this 
their Ancient Kingdom. They mere, for the greater part, perſons 
who had never fate at; that Table before : they came in. pon anew 
Found; they had New, and un jeryed, Rules to walk by, new 
to carry on: in a word, t as 1t-were,' a ſplt-new r Sy of 
Government, to. temper ad eſtabliſh. Beſides, there- were' great 
varieties of Humors at that time in the Nation. Armies were in the 
Fields, and' a Parhament, was; to:Sir; fo. the-Council h :2 vaſt 
Ocean, of Buſineſs before them : and ſo for ſome Weeks, they had 
not leiſurg to; fall upon the: Clergy is,! till about che middle of 


to ſee what. they were doing in The Cf 


Country: | 

And indeed they were making clean work wherever they came ; 
I dare ſearcely ay, it was all one to them, whether the mm 
they 
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they fell on, had complyed'or not commplyed : for now the Complyers 
were meeting with the ſharpeſt meaſures. Afr the Proclamation 
came.-out, for a. while they renutted ſomething of their eagerneſs: 
they hoped the Proclamation (pandering bow deeply all who had 
taken the Teſt, were ſworn, never to difown King ds as their 
Sovereign) would caſe them of their Labour ; but when they found 
that ſeverals were winning over their Oaths, and griog Obedience 
to the Eſtates Orders; it gave them new provocation. If ſuch ſhould 
be ſuffered to poſleſs their Churches peaceably, and ſecurely, the 
Pre«byterian Intereſt ſhould ſtill be at a Tofs: a great many, of E- 

\Fcopal Principles, - would ſtill be in Office , which afterwards 
might breed diſturbances : Beſides, if we may believe che Rabblers 
themſelves, it irritated them to ſee any man give- Complyance, upon 
this Head, that they look'd upon them, as perjur'd, ans men of no 
Conſcience... Whatever the cauſe was, a good many found the ef- - 
feds: ſuchas Mr. Mac math, Miniſter at Laſwade, (on whom three 
or four fellows, came one night, as he was going betwixt Edinburgh, 
and his own Houſe, ftab'd him with Awls and Bodkings, ſo Berk 
had ten or twelve Wounds in his Belly; filled his Mouth, till the 
had almoſt choaked; him, with the dung of Horſes, and then | 
. him in that ſad condition.) Maſter Barge/s, Miniſter at Temple, 
(though he was ſo earneſt to Read and Pray, that when he ſaw the 
- Proclamation was not like to be ſent to him by Authority, againſt 
the day appointed, he was careful to provide a Copy for himſelf, 
and Read it very fauhfully,) Mr. Mac Kenzie, Miniſter at Kirkli/- 
f0un, (who had for ſome years been Chaplain co Major General 
Maccay's Regument in Holand, and was actually with him under the 
ſame Character atithe Battle of Gillychrenky,) Mr. Hamiltown, Mi- 
niſter at Kirknewtown, Mr. Nimmo, Miniſter at Colingrown, Mr. Do- 
nald(one, at Dumbartown, &6. Nay I could inſtance in a whole 
Precbjtery in. Galloway ; for upon the News that ſach a Proclamation 
was — --theſe Brethren met, and conſulted what was to be 
done ; and 1n brief the Reſolution was,that all ſhould give Obedience, 
and. all truly did it; (as, who cduld blame them, ſeaing beſides the 
Authority of the Eſtates, they had the Yotes of their own Conſciences 
for'it?) But within a few days.not one of them eſcaped ang: 
they:were as 1-3" lan turned out, as they had unanimouſly 


transferred their Allegiance from King 7ames, to King William and 

Queen Mary. » Twenty more.ſuch inſtances nught be adduced, if it 

were as." 

paſs them by. _. Pars: | 

. One 1s, Mr. Mac Gill, Munſter at Killjeb, within the Pre:bytery 
« £ of 


but there are three ſo very remarkable, that I cannor 


L351] -. 


The poor Gentleman. fuſtarned of © Loſs to. the plac of 150 1, 
(a good Stock for a: Scotch Miniſter) and to this:day has gor.neither 
Rep minor Protection, =; 3 Ny 
The other two'tinſtances ſhall be- Mir. Craig, and Mr. Buchannan, 
both” Miniſters. within the -Presbytery of Dumbertown: I do not ad- 
duce them for any thing that was odd,- and 1ingular, in the *reat- 
ment ehey had from the Rabble; for ſo far, they received only the 
common,:Meaſure;: But to let you ſee how little it avails Men not 
only .co-have Complyed but to have done good Services, if chey have 
once owned : Epiſcopacy.' Theſe two - Gentlemen are. Barons in 
Stirlingſhire, that is, they bold: ſuch Lands of ' the-King in Capite, as 
oo them the priviledge of Voting at the Chooſing Commiſhoners 
or Parliament, or being ſuch themſclves ; if they ſhould be Choſen. 
Now, when the Members were a choohing for-the late Meeting of 
Eſtates.': the Gentlemen of' that Shire -of Stirling were almoſt equal- 
ly. divided about the perſons to. be 'EleRed for . tt Reprelentacives. 
Four | were Lifted, two downright Malignants, Cavaliers, who 
would. have been clear for King James: his Intereſt; and. rwo who 
were as clear for that, of the Prince of Orange : When it came to 
bedetermined, the Votes ran equal, ill it came.to the two Laird- 
- - Minifters: who were laſt, ſo. they had 'the caſting of the Ballance, 
and-=both:did it-in favours of the new States-men ; -what could they 
- -have done more for the Prince of Orange ?-Their Votes made (and by 
conſequence were:equivalent to, two: Votes of ) two Members of the 

Meeting.for him. ;- befides/ (not being turn'd out before the 13. of 
- April, ) they did:all. Duty,: Read and Prayed, &-c. Yet now that they 

are:Rabbled;; no 'more Protecion' for them, than for the Rottene(t 

Facobite 11: 'the' Kingdom. Thele are the advantages of Comply- 

ance:amongſt'us; notone of all thoſe whom I have named (and as [ 

ſaid, 1twere eafie to name as many more) has Protection to this day, 
' none 'of them dares venture: to their Churches, ' few- or none.to 
their Hoilſes:” 

By this you +may: ſee what were the circumſtances of the Clergy, 
during'-the 'interval- between the Conventions . being Changed 
into a Parhament; andthe middle of Fuly, to which I now return. 
 - What:was:the Cauſe which made the Councit intermit fo long 

the Deprivat.on of the Non-Complying Miniſters, I am neither able 
noricarefub to'know :-but it ſeems {ſuch - delays were extremely un- 
pleaſant to-'the Presbyterian Preachers; wheretore. they:thought it + _ 
convenient to give them the Spur to purpole... The Parliament was 
then Sitting ;. 1o they gave 1n-a long Addreſs to it : wherein, having 


thanked 'God for the great ——— wrought by his has: 5 
2 the 


\ 


LT 20S es. dis on de au 


/ 
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che Pious anddMagnanimous Yilliow, then Prince of Orenge, now, 
by the'good hand of God, their Gracious Sovereign ; Complemented 


the Commiſſioner, and the reſt 'of the Lords of, Parkament ; and 
miſealled Epiſcopacy, and' Biſhops, and all that own them; as very 


ill things ; they come to- their demanids,” where appears-in-the Van 
the freeing this poor Oppreſſked Church from ſuch Oppredlors. and 


There are many other things in it worthy of your notice,” particu- 
larly their Peritionifg that the Church Government maybe Eſta- 
blſhed in the- hands of  fuch-6nly who by- their» former Carriage, 
and Sufferings, have evidenced chat they are known Sound. Presby- 
cerians — (This -15 nothing like Prelacy) and, their requeſting chat 
the Church thus Eſtabliſhed may be allowed by their Lordſhups Givil 
Sandion, to appoint Vifirations for purging out. Inſufficient, Neg- 
ligent, Scandalous, and Erroneous Mimfters, (and what Apoſtle, 
if ye give him a Prebyteriary Jury, ſhall not come within the com- 


; prehenfion of one of theſe four?) This Addreſs, I ſay, was given 
"in to the- Parhament : and what wonder though the Council was 


awakened by it? WT 

And, indeed, immediately, - they fell to work, the Inquifation re- 
vived, and Summons were ſued out, at the Kings Advocates in-. 
ſtance,- againſt 'a good many ;/but before L come to. their ſucceſs, 
there 1s-one thing I muſt not forget te tell you. GS 2 

Every Man knows, and-the onelt. Equity requires, - that 
pablick Edids or Proclamations, (efpecially when they are perempto- 
ry in'their Diets, and poſttive its their San&tions).ought to be very 
carefully and Anthenncally tranſmitted-/to: thoſe chey' doi oblige. 
Yet never-Iefs care taken fince the World began, of the juſt and 


. regular Conveyance of any thing, than there was of that Proclama- 
riort to: the Minifters: there were hundreds of Miniſters. to whoſe 


hands it came not till the days prefixed were expired:: particularly in 
the Shire of Fife; there are betwixt (eventy and eighty Pariſhes ; 
etI am credibly told, only fix Copies came to che Sheriff Clerk: 
fd, who was-ordered to diftnbaute then: and there was no- fach 
Clauſe in the Proclamation, asallowed, far leſs required them to obey 
"_ Sunday hatin: for what I remark this; you. will know in- 
{tantly. | Ne LAH of Dc, aa 
Stimmomd were iſſued out, as I have-laid;- and the Coancil(:thac - 
they might ſhew a ſuitable zeal , and be'every whit as forward as 
the party would have them, or as 'tis poflible for the Ecclefiaſtical 
Viſieations themſelves to be, fir when they will) proceeded as ſum- 


_ . marily as could be defired. The perſon cited heard a-long Libel 


read, 
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read, concerning the 'Trreligion, the Ingratitude, the Contempt, 
&c. of his Di ience. "Ras that, the Preſident of the Council 
asked him, if he had read the Proclamation npon the day prefixed, 
nd" if he had ever fince of xt publickly for King William, and 
een Mary :( it was added ſometimes by Name and Surname, when 
he” Earl of Crawford was Preſident )) as King and Queen of Scor- 
land 7if he anſwered [| No ] to both; no Mercy for him. But I miſt 

be a little more particular on this Head. | 
Be pleaſed to know then that there was one Clauſe which in | 
_ thirty or forty Libels, was never omitted. This, word for word : 
Whereas the Miniſters, by @ Proclamation dated the thirteenth of Apinl, 
were commanded and required to read the ſame upon. the reſpetive days 
therem contained, and pray Yet when the {aid Proclamation of 
the Eſtates was ſent-to him (the perſon accuſed ) at leaſt came to 
his hands, or of which he had knowledge ( mark the Gradation, 
and the Equity of the ſeveral ſteps, eſpecially the laſt ) he was fo far 
. from teſtifying kis Gratitude, and giving due Obedience thereunto, 
that, &c. And who could ſtand before {uch an Inditment? And' 
indeed few were able. For 
If the Miniſter pleaded, That the Proclamation had never come. 
'_ to his hands, and wasTeady to {wear tt ( as many "4 havedone 
| A with a good Conſcience ) it profted him nothing ; he was guilty, 
: by the third ſtep of the Gradation, juſt now taken notice of. And 
it was all one, whether he had prayed for King William and Queen 
Mary,. or not, if he had not In | 


: 6. g- Mr. Guild, Miniſter at 
North Berwick, told the Council, he_ had prune for them from the 
vey firſt day he had heard they were proclaimed King and Queeny 
and none in the Kingdom was more joyful than he, that a Prote- 
ſtant King and Queen were ſet on the Throne, (I have half a dozen: 
more of inſtances of the.ſame nature _) yet he was deprived. 

If he had both read and prayed, yer if it was not done- on the. 
preciſe days, there was no eſcaping. So it fared with Mr. Hay, Mi- 
niſter at Kinſongahair, Hunter at Stixling, Young at Mony-vaird, and. 
.many others, eſpecially Mr. Aird, Minſter at Tory-burn, (an old, 

rave, ſerious man.) who, tho he brought a Certificate from.. the 
Sheriff of the Shire where he lived, bearing, that he had read the 
Proclamation on the Sunday immediately after he received it, was 
yet deprived without remedy. : | 

-. One thing was remarked all alongft, viz, Fhat the Queſtion... 
was never put whether they would give Obedience 'thereafter.. No, . 
there was no 'place for Repentance, And' I remember to Rave 

| ieard.. 


perſon to frame what Libels they pleaſed againſt their Mhniſters. 
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heard, that ſome. of the Magiſtrates of the Town . of Perth, . alias 


'S. Fubns-Town ) after both their Miniſters were deprived, 'came 


to the Earl of Crawford, and inſinuated*to, him, that they. wers 


- hopeful. One Mr. Anderſen ( a good natured man, anda very good 
Palior and whohad been one of the Miniſters of the ſaid TownJper- 
haps might be induced to comply yet ; and that he would be.extreme- 


ly acceptable to the People, if he were reponcd, &c. But preſently his 
Ford{hip turned huffy ;and told them,that was not ſo much as once to 
be mentioned. So they were forced to ler fall their defign. Indeed his 
Lordſhip is a'moſt zealons Reformer, and as fit for being Prefidenc- - 
at a Board, for turning out Epiſcopal. Clergy-Men, as could haye 


| been fallen _ I remember a certain Miniſter who had been a 
' 


good time of his Lordſhips Acquaintance, went to him, thinking to 
have prevailed with him,” to have got .the Diet deſerted ; and they 
hada very pleaſant Converfation-- © His Lordſhip asked whether he 
uſed publickly to pray for King illiam, and Queen Mary. .He 
anſwered, he prayed as the Apoltle dire&ted; and cited 1 Tn. 2. 1,2, 
Well ( ſays my Lord ) that's exough for us to deprive you. After ſome * 
more- Diſcourſe, the Miniſter faid, he was ſorry for the Deſolation: 
of the Church. And his Lordſhip anſwered very quaintly: But /6 


am not I, The Work had never gone on fo ſucceſsfully, if he. had - - 


notheen on the topof it. For many times they had Snough to do 
to geta Quorum of the Council (which can confiſt of no leſs.than 
nine) on theſe days thatwere ſet apart for the Clergy : (in efteR, 
it was no-wonder tho ordinary Stomachs had ſome kind of loathing: 
to it ) and then his:Lordſhip was in a ſtrange pickle, and yc would 
have ſeen'ſtrange running of Macers through the City, calling.them 
from their Lodgings. - Burt let me return to my Thread again.” | 
Within a few ; the Council found it would make tedious 
work to have them all cited at the Advocates Inſtance, therefore 
they took a ſhorter method; it was the inviting and allowing the 
Pariſhioners and Heaters of ſuch Miniſters as 'had not obeyed, /to 
cite them before the Conncil. This is the great purpoſe of that Pro- 
clamation dated Anguf 16, mentioned before. The Clauſe is this : 
As alſo that ſuch Minifters who have not read the Proclamation, and 
Prayed--- may be deprived of their Benefices. ——— The Lords of bis- 
Majeſties Privy Countil do invite aud allow the Pariſhioners and Hearers 
of ſuch Miniſters ——: to cite them before the Privy Council, &C. 
- This Proclamation ſerved two purpoſes; firſt it made quicker 
diſpatch, and then, by it, opportunity was given tq every malicious 


Both 


4 
A 


_ 
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Both ends were ſerved pretty.ſucceſsfully ; Deprivations were more ex- 
pedite, and more numerous than they had been before; and many 
Qrimegand Scandals were libelled againſt ſeveral Miniſters.*Tis.true, 
the Council never examined Witneſfes,nor ſuſtain'd themſelves Judges 
concerning any thing but what was containedin the Grand Procla- 
mation, ' vis.. Reading end Praying. And. they frequently declared, 
(when che-perſons calummate, craved, that theſe Scandals and Tm- 
moralities mighe either be tryed, or put out of the Libel ) that they 
were not- toinhilt againſt them on theſe Heads: yet the Libels with 
theſe things.in them ſtand ſtill on Record ; and I hear full Accounts 


| of them are ſent to London, and daily Printed there, 'and making 


'o0d company in- the Coftee-Houſes. No body -ever doubted bur 
thers was ſomething inſidious and baſe in the, Deſign. Who knows 
but the Ecclehiaſtical Viſitations, when they ſit, will ſuſtain all theſe 
Libgls- as (fufficiently proven already, ſeeing they were before the 
Privy. Council, and Sentence. followed upon them? And God 
knows what other Fruits the keeping of them may produce! - But 
certainly it had looked much liker to tair dealing, it had been more 
generous, and worthy of Gentlemen; if the Council, ( ſeeing they 
were not to dipin theſe matters) had diſcharged them tobe libelled, 
and ſuffered no-more to be brought before them, than whatthey 
were te try. and judge of, . _ " &B ——_ 37 

' One would think, now the Courſe was quick enough againſt the 
Glergy; yet within ſome other few days, it was found not'to'be 
expedite enough neither. In many Pariſhes there were none' who 
would purſue their Miniſters ; and beſides, it was ſomewhat expen- 
ſive for the Lieges to raiſe Summons before the Council ; where- 
for -FREW | | | 
A further ſtep was made, -a third Proclamation was ordered, in- 
tituled, For citmg Miniſters, who have not prays for their Majeſties, 
and Dated Auguſt 22 : whereby (that wich the greater expedition, 
'and ther leaſt expence to the. Lieges, the former, Proclamations 


- might atcain- their intended Deſign and Effect ) Invitation and Al- 


lowance-wereagain given, not only to the Pariſhioners and Hearers 
of the. thſobedient; Miniſters, but alſo.to the Heretors of theſe Pa- 


riſhes(tho living at never ſo great diſtance) and the Sheriffs and their 
- Deputss; 2 nd Magiſtrates ot Burghs, and the Members of che Cur- 


- .xent Parliament within their rolſpernes Bounds,to caule cite ſich Mi- 


niſters before the. Council, and V arrand was granted to Meſſengers 
at-Arms, for citing them, and ſuch Witneſſes as were neceſlary ; 


_ and thatthe Expedition might. be . greater yet, a Meſſengers de- 


 livering 


River, &c. Andfurther it was declared, 


- 
—y 
+ 
, 


[407] 


| Iivering a Copy of this Proclamation, efther in Print or Writ, ſigned 


by his Hand, / to each Miniſter that ſhould be cited by him to any 
Tueſday or Thurſday, (theſe two days of every Week were ſet 
apartintirely for that purpoſe ) ſix days after the citation, for all on 
this {fide the River Tay, and fourteen an for all beyond the'ſaid 
at the ſaid Proclamation 
was without prejudice of any Citations already given, or tobe given, 
either upon the former A& of Council, or upon Warrands from 
the Council-Board. Have ye not enough of ex now in all 
Conſcience ?. Yet to make all ſurer ſtill; and becanſe they. were 


\ finding, that ſeverals had complyed, whom they were willing to have 
turned out, but had no ſhadow of Law to doit by ! 


At the inſtigation of the Presbyterian Miniſters, Elders and Pro- 
feſſors ( as it felt words it ) upon the twenty fourth of Awgsff, forth 
comes another Proclamation for a general Faſt, to be kept on two 
Lord's Days, viz. on this fide the Tay, gs 15. on the other fide, 
Sept.22. No queſtion it wasdeſigned for a choaking morſel; for per- 
haps you never ſaw any thing like it. That it required Chriſtians 
to FA on the Lord's Day, (tho that was harſh enough, no ways 
fitted for a tender Stomach, and would have gone- very ill down 
with Tertullian himſelf, as much as he was for Faſting ) was the 
cinglead nauſeous about it, except the bad Grammar, and the good 

of great Nonſenſe that was in it. For in effect ( befides what - 
was relative to the preſent State of Aﬀeairs ) it not only unminiſtered, 
but even unchriſtened, the whole Regular Clergy, and theſe who 
owned them; and expreſly bore, that God for a long time ( ſince 
the Reſtitution of Epiſcopacy, no doubt) had reſtrained the pre- 
ſence of his Spirit, in the Converſion of Souls, &c. And this Pro- 
clamation was to be read twice, and the Faſt to be kept once, in 
every Church and Meeting-Houſe within the Kingdom. Now to 
the ſucceſs. | 

What wonder tho theſe Twih-Proclamations (for fo I may call 
them, con{idering how ſhart the interval was between their Dates ) 
wrought ſtrange feats amongh the poor Clergy ? as 0p ey did. 
For many who ( with hard Gripings )) had got the Proclamation 
of the thirteenth of April digeſted,_ could not. yet'get that for the 
Faſt, forced over their Throats, particularly T could name two of 
the Miniſters of Edenburg, who the very.next Week were deprived 
for it. And the. other Proclamation was pretty good at citing 


- thoſe who had refuſed to give Obedience, is you may gueſs by its 
th 


Nature. Yet I-muſt confeſs it has not dane all the skaith it might; 


as 
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ory 


Er bil r wh hos 
| may, rell' them:--.They- have not- done! 
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this'on. "/Bor nor only can '1 'give then a 'certain 

hand, to whouy a ceftain Nobleman ('a Privy Coun- 
gk aliderable » Figire - at preſent , "and. 
blgh-ic ſeems. he” has more 
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1d {ave ho Man.;* for che refolution. was, that 
ergy thoul be ſpared. '"This- $144k 
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nence, whole places cannot be.ſo eaſily f d, 
Ss Un by Sore they wang I: carnlt to lay aide for al ogethe r) 


- were before them as, gb made. them - 
| =p to oger are, that they be continued-1 
3.1 VU ir; : > 46 + | oF : : 
bun 1m ſecret of the matter is, 


all. maſt be once out, none mult enjoy their . Benefices, by vircue 
of .a Preſentation from. a Patron, and a Collation from a Biſhop ; 
KW any ſhall be permitted hereafter to bear Office;. they muſt'come 
n.upon the new found; chatsto be erected wg tl the P yterian 
Model. 'This I am ' told the Stateſmen arg, for: Burgh th the 
Kirk-men muſt have their rs too, and wh Ia 
not he who can divine. Presb aug (5. he Prodynry LE | Folio muſt be 
one ;. perhaps the. Covenant ma knows 
What purgative Doſes, thoſe who fag oY (rg under. Epiſco- 
pacy muſt rake, before they can be admitted into ſuch a pure So- 
Ciety ;_ ang? it I Mr. Salathiet Stiff-collar "imſelf 
Engliſh Mountebank, to tell beforehand what the Re- 
Is certain, 
hk nces'any of the Conform'd Clergy. have: yet made, 
er Sl much as one inch. nearer :to-a Reconciliation 


| Em and-Mr. Mal 
| have Preach'd once 
ad again T p "the Cortuptions of 
fl great complaint it 
has been of late, that he has gr rey even. years by- 
paſt under the Yoke of ; Koa ac the Reſtitution 
the Government, he did not think his Miffion good, havin 
had only Presbyterial Ordination ; and therefore was Reord ed 
GR 0p.) They have ſent once and. again tothe Presbyterian 
treating hey. .mighe be admitted into their Fellowſhip, 
7 X10 oF : And they have uled” all” Arts for 
ing that they are in earneſt ; for inſtance, they are both 
= ies Fra oe Cangpnl of Edinburgh, and the- hy hop ays 
to ca of them « 1 ten pound per annum : Throug on 
C that has been 1 in the Kingdom, nll of lace; his 
| Revenue for the year $8, Wy, one 
he ſhogld have ic ; fo their 
Wherefore A _ or September Ia they 
Edinburgh, ( (no compe-' 


| rent 
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tent Judges) merely to- caſt dirt upon him, that thereby they might 
ingratiate themſelves with the Godly”: Yet all has not prevail'd,;they 
find the Par ty inexorable. By what 15 ſaid, methinks YOu "may 
now make a tolerable judgment of the treatment the Scorryh Clergy 
have met wich hitherto, or are hiketo meet with hereafter. 

One thing remains yet to be done, wiz. to ſay ſorathing in Vin- 
dication of theſe'Epiſcopal Clergy-men, who have bzen fo treated, 
and to account ſome way for their Lives and Abilities: ' I know 
there are ſtrange things talk'd of them in England ; for befides that 
the Prince of Orange laſt year, declared thzm generally ſcandalous 
and iriorane (as was noted before) the good Party have long had, 
and till have their inſtruments bute, Printing and Publiſhing odd 
ſtories of them. So that perhaps Sir, you may be as earneſt to un- 
derſtand what can be ſaid on that Head, as any thing I have yet 
diſpatched: Bat I might with good reaſon diſappoint you, and make 
that the ſhorteſt part of my task'; indeed two or three Sentences 
mighe ſerve: For * 

It might be ſufficient to fay, that general Inditments oughe (till 
to go for Calumnies, and the proper defence is to tell, they are 
| broad' Lies Let their Enemies condeſcend "upon the particular 
Perſons, and the particular Crimes ; that's the' way to find guilt ; 
and whoever believes there 1s any, till that is done, is near of Kin 
to an unpbe Jad . Dare they for their hearts pronounce all igno- 
rant? of all ſcandalous? or all negligent? or all ecroneous? or all- 
of a pecſecating _ If they dare, I hope they are bound to 
make 1t good, againſt every Individual ; and let thenrtry that when 
they will. If they dare not (as certainly they dare not ; even Ma- 
cbjavel himſelf, their Maſter for that Policick, were he alive durſt- 
not) then, who ſees not the Iniquity of theſe indefinite aſperſions ? 
- where were Chriſtians taught ro mix the Innocent with the- Guil- 

ty, ſo indiſcriminately ? This, Sir, methinks og, f pals for ſafficient 
Antidote againſt all theſe bold Slanders ; but leſt ic -may not fatis- 
fe you, 1 have more to ſay, and God be thanked, I can fay it con- 
fidently, becauſe I know it to be true: I can ſay, RA 
'* The Church of Scotland, fince the Reformation, was never ge 
nera tne 


ly fo well provided with Paſtors; as at the beginning of 
preſent Perſecution : *Tis true; ſhe has ſornetimes had ſome Sons; 
ſuch” as Do&or Forbes, Door Baron, &c: ) more Eminent for 
Learning, than perhaps any of the preſent ' Generation will pre- 
tend to; Bur what Church is there in the World, wherein every 
day, extraordinary Lights are to be —_— Tr:cannot be denyed __ 
| EE > ther, 
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[Stoney He 6 like 


Ws So ha jr 
then, '\nz that - wihuch ll 
TO far. KK in moſt Pres 


" Nath an 
.Griical, anc and iſtick | 
hour, he diſcourſes 


again 


_T 
ain- by drawing ptaRtical Inferences, &c. to ſhew bis Abilities 
Hat way t00: rob then laſtly, he muſt make a popular Sermon :; 
[ wee bom have, ſcarcely {  levere-tryals in England) all this 
one: the- tery conſiders whether ie be fit 'to recommend him 
10:8hg-Ihee 5 or a Licence to Preach (and thaby have I known 
remitted to. their! Studies) 1f: they: find him qualifyed, and recom- 
' mend him, he gets his;Licence, he Commences Probationer for the 
Maniſtery, and commonly: continues fuch' for two; three, four, oc 
more years thereafter, itil] he! is; preſented' to tome Benefice : Then 
he. palies over  again- through' Al the foreſaid ſteps of tryal , and 
;  raredabeſice he 1s Ordained : What greater Scritiny would 
 vou deſi > point of Knowledge ?” Bur belides that, I have ſom- 
| | +you ;-it 15, 
7 hat generally, fance the Reſticution- of Epiſcopacy, our Di- 
z v1 ave- had better Education, &c. been pur on better Merhods 
of "Study; than ever they were before. They have learned” to lay 
aide prejudices, and trace truth 1ngenuouſly, and enibrace it where 
they %, it. With our Predeceſlors;' eſpecially in the times of Preſ- 
-bytery :- The Dutch Divinity was only in Vogue, Their Common- 
place-men were the great Standards, and are {6'ſtill £6 xhar Party, 
- and whoever ſtept athde:one hairs breadth from their Pohtons;: w 
forchwith an Hererick. - But the: prefenr Gerieration;” afeer the” 
of Enflond, take the Scriptures for' their Rnle#; ahi"the "Ancie 
and right Reaſon for Guides, for finding the Gennme"Senh 
' Rule ; by which Method un my opinion, \chey*are” cor 7 
- their Principles and. Thoughts far beter digetied.: Far Evidence 
of this, be pleaſed to know-Sir, that'upon 'che” Keſtitution'o? Epil: 
copacy i4rmo 1.662, There were Six Hindred Good; who kepr cheir 
Staxions and Conformed.: Theſe wa not only generally of: Pre(- 
byterian Education, but likewiſe for the moſt parc, theableſt Men 
who were. then. in Office:' Thereare many of theſe Men yer alive. 
Name” if this experiment were made;if cheer Men who hid that 
| Presbyterian Education, - wereexamined" upon their Skill and Prin- 
ciples in_Divinicy;'.and if again, thoſe who have had the poſterior 
Education, were -hikewiſe-tryed, I cottld lay an-even wager, if | 
wece mugh-provok'd, I would venture three to one, all ingenuvus 
by udges,” ſhould\derermine inf favouis of the latter Sorr, 


hſings, and underſtand the Chriſtian Philoſophy better. Ina word, 

Ill affirm is confidenely,-thar Philoſaphy was never underftood ber- 
- ter, .nor .-never-Preached -betrer in Scotland, than t' has been theſe 
ewenty years by-gone. I muſt 


ANE"UNPpAartray JU \r & L 
and. zufe(s that they” have..clearer; and» more! diſtin. Idea's of” 
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_ *-,Whatl have ſaid methinks, may paſs for a good enough' account 


: 

| 

| 

iy 

© _ 

' 

| 

- 

: 

| yy 

: C - 
RL, ORE, 


ever ſince.) as a mere Impo 


it, L have: . ſtrong impreffions of the euch of the thing, that I 
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-T muſt confeſs, it was never leſs practiſed : but for that we may 
thank the Presbyterians : Do not think-this a Slander ; for if they 
(during their wel four years Uſurpation, 5. e.' from Thirty eight 
IV 


till Sixty ewo incluſive) had not made many things,fuch as Rebel- 
lion and Presbytery jure. Dzvino ; ' if they had not baffled Peoples 
credulicy, by making all the extravagances of the late times, -God's 
own work, and the Cauſe of Chnſt,&c. And it they had not made 


- 1t their chief work ever fince; to create and cheriſh Diviſions and 


Schiſms among- us, and keep up a Party for themſelves, © by all 
means, poſffible-: I doubt not,” the 
would have had more deſirable ſucceſs, than it has trad in this King- 
dom.. What a. pernicious thing is it, needleſly to break the Unity, 
and diſturb the Peace of a Church ! Lhave often-thought or that 
ſlaying of Irenens Lib. 4. adver.' Hereſ, Cap. 62. Nulla" abi (ſchiſ- 


 maticts) tanta fieri poteſt correptio, quanta eſt Schiſmatis pernicies 5 and + 


the more I think on-1t, | I find/ſtill the more of important eruch 
in it: And believe it Sir, if ever there was a Se&, fince Chriſt 
came into the World, to whom that Fathers words in that ſame 


Chapter, were applicable, they are, (only one thing excepted) to 


our Scotch Presbyterians. Suam atilitatem potins- conſiderames, quam 
Unitatem. Ecchfie ; ., propter modicas & quaſlibet Canſas, magnum & 


glorioſum Corpus Chriſti conſcindum & drvidunt,- & quantum in = 
ſis eft imterfichunt 5. pacem loquentes ( here it only fails) - & bellum 


operanits ; were liquantes Culicem, & Camelum tranſglutientes. By 
has Diviſions, they have ſtill kept up ſuch Rancours and Animo- 
{iies-amongſt us ;- that the Meck, Calm, Gentle, Peaceable Spi- 
of Chi ity, could et-no foot x | 

gion flouriſh without that ? And by their” bold encituling all. their 
unaccountable-freaks, in the late times (as I ſaid) roGod's Autho- 
rity, and abuſing his Holy Word to juſtihe- them ; they loſt all the 
credit of the Miniſtery. For ſo ſoon as Peoples eyes opened, and 


they began to ſee what. Legerdemain had bzen play din the Pul- 


pretenſions'to Godlineſs,they look'd 
-Miniftery- (and-continue to do fo 
ſture ; ſo that though we are at-never 
ſo. much pains to-- rſwade and convince ; yet our: Labours are 
not 1992775 = and if they: be not that, how can- they be ſacceſifyl> 
I.know you'll think- this a. Digcefion.-. Be ic ſo, F could nor help 


pits ; eſpecially'under ſuch hig 
upon_the Sacred Office of 


could nor forbear-to tell-1t you. - 


of 


oſpel (with* God's' Blefling) 


ing. And how can the Reli- 
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of the Abihcies of the Conform'd Clergy : Yet I have one thing: 
more to add, I will not Recriminate, nor go to tell onr- Presbyte- 
rian-Brethren back again, that of all Men alive they ought to have 
been the laſt, for charging us/with Ignorance. But this L will un- 
dertake for ;/ let them our of their whole Number within the King- 
dom, chaſe hve, fix, ſeven ; or what Number they pleaſe, and the 
iſcopal- C ſhall be content that even out of the Dioceſs 
G 


- 
4 


all che 


ment: v7 ey Adktof Drunkenneſs clearly made-out, will om 
s are 


: Your Biſhop of- Salisbury, 
orld (PmAure he has told ir 


Dr. Burnet, if be pleaſes, cantell the 
in. 


But I need not dwell on- worry a” | 


tharDioceſs was'ſuch, that the ſaid Commendator turn'd very ear- 
neſt to have it purged ;\ Tharfor this end, he allowed and inviced all 


People 
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ways inclined to be every day talking to their P of Gad's De- 
_—_ and Abſolute Reprobation aha Juſtification by Faith Frank 
in the Presbyterian ſenſe, and ſuch like Do&rinsz they think their 
Hearers may much more edifyed by Sermons, that explain the erue 
Nature of Evangelical Faith, the Neceflity of Repentance, and the 
ers of a Goſpel-Obedience, &c. And what error is there 
ere? 


But the laſt thing is that we have been great Perſecutors; grant it 
to be true, ſure I am, by this time we are.payed home pretty well in 
our ewn Coin; and God of his infinite Mercy grant unto us all, that 
we may-exerciſsa true Chriſtian patience, under our preſent Suffer- 
ings: And that they may work a better temper in us, than it ſeems 
their pretended Perſecutions have wrought in our Adverſaries. Sure | 
I am, 'tis no where written in the Goſpel, that ſuffering for Chriſt 
may laudably end in Malice and Revenge, and the horrideſt Barba- 
rities. But how can it be proven, that we were ſuch 'Perſecutors ? 
Dare any man lay, that the ſeverities againſt the Presbyterians,fince 
the Reſticution of Epiſcopacy, have been near ſo great, as the ſeye- 
, ritzes againſt the Epiſcopal Party were, 'during the Reign of Pre(- 
bytery 2 Dare any man ſay, that the Presbyterians have ſuffered any 
cor Conſcience ſake, thele twenty ſeven years by-paſt ? Re- 
member what 1 told you, not far from the beginning of this Letter. 
*Tis true indeed, the State found there were-a number of People of 
ſuch ſeditious and ungovernable eermpers, that they could not be well 
kept from breaking out daily into open Rebellions: Therefore they 
made Laws far keepingthem low, and curbing them ; and who can 
blame this ? *Tis alſo true, ſome of theſe Laws obliged the Clergy 
to give an account of thoſe of that temper, who lived or haunted in 
cheirPariſbes: And cogld they top w the Government and diſo- 
bey Law, when the Obedience requred, was ſo rgaſonable ? Be- 
ſides, believe it Sir, the.Clergy did as little that way, as was poſlible 
for them ; and Ican make it good, whenever Iam 'pue to it: That 
where .one was purſued upon their Informations, twenty were be- 
friended by their Interceftions : A fignal.inftance whereof Tlearn'd 
not long ago; it was in September laſt, when the Deprivations for 
Non-compliance were very frequent. Amongſt thereſt one Mr.Ch;- 
from Miniſter at Lily, was cited at the inſtance of one Sir Fohr: 
Riddel of - the Miniſter had given no Obedience, and fo 
was very ſoon. diſcuſs'd : And when Sir Febn and he were juſt a 
coming from the Bar ; where he-had-ſtood his Accuſer, and-.heard 
his Sentence ; he told lum, before'a good many Wicnelles, that he 


H con- 


\ 


confeſs'd he held his Life and Fortune of him ; and proteſted he 
wonld never have treated him fo 'as he had done, if it had not been 
matter of Conſcience ro him. What do. ye think of a Presbyterian 
Conſcience ? I'could give you an hundred more ſiich inſtances, for 
indeed'it has, been oblerved generally all alongft, that thoſe have 
been the greateſt Enemics to the Clergy, to whom they had done 
the beſt Offices. - Bur it woald require a great deal of work, to make 
you_underftand this head of Perſecution fully, - and therefore [I'll 
break ic off: Andrtell you only briefly that 

If ever you come to underftand the ſtate of onr Afﬀairs diſtin&- 
ly, you will find, our Tgnorance lies mainly 1h 6ur- being unac- 
quainted with the Principles of Sedition; and the Fus Divinum of 
Presbytery; our Scandal, in our being ſo generally lookd upen as 


_ nothing fond of ' change and Revolution : Our Negligence, in part- 


ing with our Benefices rather chan our Conſciences ; our Errone- 
ouſneſs, in' adhering - fo ſtubbornly -to the Principles laid down in 
Scripture, and maintain'd by the Primitive Chriſtians ;'-and our itch 
for Per ſecuring Difſenters to lye chiefly in our inclinations, to live 
and behave as becomes 64 Subjects ; or, if ye would have 
ſhorter, we are ignorant, ſcandalous, negligent, ' erroneous; inſufh- 
cient, Perſecutors; and whatever men pleaſe to call us, becauſe we 
are not Presbyterians. _ obs | | | 
That's rruly the matter 3 andtherefore: we are-how- made to fuffer 
ſo ſeverely, not only by being ſo- treated in our Perſons and Privi- 


| leges, as I have briefly accounted ;- bur alſo by being ſo robb'd of 
our Reputations, and loaded with Reproaches': And a eh con, un- 


der pretence to ſecure the Proteſtanc Religion, and 'make theſe 
Kingdoms. happy. I dare not tell you, how much Lamtempted, 
when I refle& on all _ to ask you ſome unfaſhionable Que- 
ſtions, ſuch as theſe : Is that to ſecure the Proteſtant Religion, when 
men muſt either ſuffer, or part with 'the moſt diſtinguſhing Cha- 
racers, and moſt undoubted Principles of the Proteſtant Religion ? 
E therendering ſo many Proteſtant Miniſters, uſeleſs'and. miſerable * 
becauſe they will not play Feſutiſh tricks, the way to-ſecure Prote- 
ſtant Religion ? Is there no other way to ſecure the: Proteſtant Reli- 
g10n 3. but to tranſaccident it (pardon the word, 'tis as good as Tran- 
ubſtantiate ): into a. pretence for juſtifying all the injuries can 
be done to our Spirittal Fathers ?: Is there no other way to 
make a Kangdom ppy , but by making downright havock of 
the Clergy irit? Cannot a Kingdom be happy unleſs God's Portion 
be either-turn'd out of theic Fun&tions.-in 1t, or run the gy + 


.] 


being turn'd out of his favour, and excluded his Eternal Kingdom ? 
Thele and twenty more ſuch Queſtions, I ſay, I am ſtronglytempr- 
ed to ask you, but I forbear: Only before I conclude; : 
As'I ſaid before,. I wit not recriminate with our Presbyterian 
Brethren, I will not go to tell them back again, that they are ig- 
. norant or ſcandalous, &c. I will not treat them fo uncivilly as to 
throw back their dung in their own faces: I am not fond of ſuch 
Retaliations. But this I will ſay, if they plant the Church of Scor- 
land, lo well as it was planted, when the Prince of Orange came-to 
England, 1o long as he lives ; if, for all their pretenſions to the Spirit, 
the Goſpel be Preached fo purely, ſo rationally, and ſo diſintereſted: 
ly under their Government, as it has been by the Epiſcopal Clergy 
theſe many years. by-gone z. if ever the State have Peace, or the 
Church come to a ſettlement ; it ever our King fit ſecurely on his 
Throne,or Czſar have the things that are Czſars ; 'If ever the Church 
of Englend (as little as, ſhe has been concerned hitherto in her Si- 
ſters atfliftions) want afhorniin her fide,or be ſecur'd againſt attempts 
for her ruin z and _it ever there. be_Peace, or Order, or delirable 
Concord ; if ever Animoſtes,  Divifions,- Contentions , and ſuch 
other Plagues of Humane Society, and Chriſtian Unity be wanting 
at home, 1a, long as.their Dagon ſtands in the Temple; Experience 
has deceiv'd me, and I have miſtaken my Meaſures. OE 
Thus, Sir, you. have a brief proſped of the preſent State of the 
Scottiſh Clergy, fuller by much than ac firſt I intended, perhaps then 
ou are pleaſed with, and ye may think it tedious : But [ acknow- 
Be 'L. have that wEakneſs ; [ haye. not the faculty of diſpatch! 
things. ſo ſmoothly, and. ſo ſhortly, as poſſibly your palate woul 
require; But my Apology i ready ; I have omuted arhundred things, 
proper to. have been inſerted; if L am tedious, it isin-relling truch, 
and if the length of this weary, you, you ſhall not bs fo troubled 
again: For-thele Reaſons expecting your Pardon, 1 am &«. 
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The 'Fhird LETTER. 


SIR, 


| $a Told wu_ the Conclafion of my hft, that I had Fa 
chings, proper: to have been inſerrd : I could eafily juſti- 
fie it, ts, dying yoo ancther every whit as: Jong and full pod 
of Padt as it-was. Particularly I could one a great many more in- 
ſtances of. 'Minifters, who received hard ſure from the Council : 
ſuch as Piteairy of , Who was Deprinnce hough thefe eight or 
ten years by-gone, - has. been intirely Tat for the Pulpit, 
old age and infirmity, and has o&, obliged to maintain an: 
onkine at Abernethy, upon his not-appearing, the ry | 
he kept the day preciſe 
which he was Cited; and was preſent about twelve of the 
and had the Forth to croſs that morning: and the Council at chat 
Ss on, cam Nom, Ix Dag Me 
a in #5, notw e pleaded: 
or ml thth Lond Dad his Hearer that day on which 
was, ordered to be Read ; that it was cafie to con- 
mg wy = his hazard, had he Read it in his- 
'r that he qd Props poli | King William 
al hen Her Thar py ha > ls . 
and that for his part, 
ry Ns Word of God, and as ſublerrien 
to ;Chriſhanaty as piſcopacy, and therefore was as 
villing to. his Miniſtry under tha one,-as the other : but there 
a Original & —_— he was. a Biſhops Son, and fo no Mercy 
But Moncrief, "Miniſter at Herriot, his Caſe 1s prettieſt of 
all, he has. done all Ps and made all Complyances, yet-his 
Church's diſpoſed of, and a Presbyterian. Preacher, actual! by and 
Los admitted to it. Twenty. other inſtances might ealily be . 
Colle&ed: 
\ Icould likewiſe tell you. what gp oe ge uſed in turning 
Miniſters out of: their Dwellings, this Winter, after their Depriva- 
on: asin-the Caſe of Mr. Galbraith; Miniſter at Fedhargh, a very 


Afﬀiſtanc. 
minuce he was firſt called, t 


| Reverend and worthy Perſon. All the Gentlemen within the 


Pariſt: Addrefled to.che. Council in thus behalf; proteſted they Wore: 
| er 


| 


-— 


Em 1. 


forry that he was Deprived : ſupplicated that he might be permitted 
to live ths Winter in the Manſe, z. e. Parſonage-Houle, grey body 


was making pretenfions+o it ; no Presbyterian Preacher was ſettled 


there; and it was a Thatcht Houſe, it would be endamaged, if it. 


were not inhabited, if Fire were not kept in it, &c. But for all 
that, the good Parſon was forced to remove by the Councils Order. 


The ſame was alſo the Caſe of Mr. Ailar, Miniſter at Muſsleburgh,. 


and very many others. Nay (I know not if they have got, their (c- 


cret inſttu&ions renewed for it) the Rabbling work 1s fevived in the- 


Weſt lately,” and now they will not ſuffer the poor afflited Mini- 
ſters, (who were thruſt qut a'year ago) to ſtay ſo much as in that 
Countrys thongh 'they have no mony to Tranſport their Families 


with, being refuſed por of their by-gone Stipends. So it has- 


fared within theſe few days with Mr. Hamilton, Miniſter at Kirko/- 
 wald, and Irwine at' Kilbride, and I am told there is a Defignto baniſh 
from that Town all who live in Damfries,” and thoſe in Glaſpow dread 


the ſame likewiſe. 


catinot forbear neither, to tel} you, what has happen 
at Edinburgh : there are five or ſix of the Epiſcopal CI 
City, who have given all Obedience; fo they ftill poſſes their 
Churches. Each of theſe Churches has ics' own- Utenftls,, Baſons, 
Lavers, Chargers, Chalices, Comitunion-TableCloaths, &-c; All 
Dedicated long apo by private Perſons, who-hvedin' the ref; 
Pariſhes. A Chirch-Treafurer 1s nn ny by the ©harch 
Seffions, to whom theſe Utenfil ited, and to-theſe Se(- 


1s are 


fionshe is accountable for them at the years end. This has been ene + 
immemorial Cuſtom in that City ; 'yet the preſent Magiſtrates'( all 
hem ils, they rented er of bane who the per. 
'[to'them; particularly, they requfy | im: w is year 
bears the Office of Church-Treafurer, 'or, which is all one, io is. 
the Elder or Church-Warden, to'whom the Utenſils of that Church 
for this year are entruſted, for that which'is commonly called the -- 
Totbooth Church: he refuſed to ſurrender them (and why ſhould he - 


Rank-Presbyterians.) would needs have 


; have done it? Fhey were not {> much as Dedicated by the Bub- 

lick, and they were thatCharches Property. No Magiſtrates had ever 
demanded the like before, and the prefent Magiſtrates are no more 
concerned in them, than in any private Citizens Furniture ;)Por this 


he was thruſt into Priſon ;- but he made Application tothe Lords-of 


Seffion, who fornd the thing fo infinitely illegal, that they forch- 
with \ orriores his Liberation, and diſcharged ſuch Proceedings for 
"the future. 


ed lately- 


in that 


pedive- 


Perhaps you may think this 1s but a trifle, but there is. 
INOTE.- 
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more in it than you are aware of : For, beſides that-.Sir fobn Hall, 


preſent Provoſt of Edinburgh, is a Privy Counſellor , -and conle- 
yy isnot-to'be ſuppo ae Paygatton pens) Bev thing withoue 

it conſulting -Crawford;: and ſome others who fic at that /Table | 
there is:this at-the bottom» of it:» In cach.of -theſe.Pariſhes. there -45 


a Presbyterian Meoting-Houſe, and che Preachers. (though they 
ſtand on no other -Found., but King Fames his Toleration) oy | 


themſelves for the ri Paſtors of theſe Pariſhes, a 
: this was that which pur 


"7 
A . 
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havethem if their y 
upon the foreſaid Courſe; 


88 


ſome further (atisfa& 


nd ſo: pretend 
= 

Magiſtrates 
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. 'for Proofs: of iPresbyterian Honeſty : | 
- months by-gone afford variety enough in all Conſcience. . Thus to 


[ 55-] 


| + Yori know how Ann wy at- the- Aſſembly of Glaſgow, they 
e 


not only pretended-to Depoſe the Biſhops, but even, to Excommu- 


| nicate many of them: amongſt the reſt, that moſt Reverend and 
Worthy Prelate , Sporſwood , Arch: Biſhop . of St. Andrews: The 


Sentence" of Depoſition and Excommunication paſſed againſt him, 
was ordered to be Read Publicity after the Forenoons Sermon, in all 
the: Churches within his Dioceſs; and, in ic, a great many horrid 


immoralities,. (ſuch as Inceſt and Adultery, &c.) were amalled. 


Amongſt many others, 'it was Read particularly in che Charch of 
Kilrinny wi Fife, by Mr. Coline Adam, then Miniſter there ; Beaton 
of "Balfour was in the Church at the time, he was ner littleamazed, 
at hearing ſuch ſtrange things charged-upon the Arch-Biſhop. He 


hadlived many a yearinhs {wn parent He had been frequently 


in Conipany'with him 3 but had never-diſcovered ſuch Crimes about 


him, ſs that he was' exceedingly ſurprized:- but that was the leaſt 


oft. In the progreſs of the Sentence he--heard himſelf named as 
one of 'four Witneſſes, who had been examined- upon Oath, and by 
their Teſtimonies had-proven theſethings againſt him :. this aſtomiſhs 


_ ed him-quite; for it was not only-notorious:toall the Neighbourhood, 


thatduring-the whole time that famous Aſſembly fate, he was not 
at 'Glaſyow, but fill at home z but no- body knew: it betrer-than 
Mr. Adam himſelf, for he-had not only been his conſtant Auditor 
every Sunday, but he bad ſeen him (or might havedone it) .Cvery 
day ; there being but a.- very ſhort diſtance (perhaps not two hun- 


. dred Paces) betwixt their ' Dwellings: In effe&it put the. Gencle- 
'man-in-fuch diſorder, that he had well nigh ftopped.the Miniſters 


Reading anyfurther, if -his Father, who was by him, had not.hin- 
dered him, telling him he_ would Ruin himſelf... However, aftec 


_  they.came out, he-Challenged-the. Miniſter, who eallily conteſts he 


knew-twas aiLie; but precended .he behovedto Read it, .in Obedy 


-ence"to | Authority. *And/ what might he not have done after that ? 
'Telk-me Sir; 'was:riot this-a well aſſured wickedneſs ? This paſſage [ 


have from perſons of- great integrity, yet. ahve,. who told me, they 
had it twenty-times from BearorS own Mouth ; and it.is but one of 


- *3:thouſand; as-g00d; if -L:could be at the pains to. Collect them.. Pie 
 fraudes Gall: we what we pleaſe} have done good Service, and been. 


excellent Chriſtian Tools 1n-cheir-time, for carrying on the Good. 
Cauſe. © But it -was not: ſcarcity that. made me. go ſo far back. 
oy : theſe twelve or fourteen 


inſtance but intwo or three things... 
| What 


Y VEE 


\ whatever may | 
. account, 3 that (as very tavy have reed) Face ever or mien 


T5367 
© What EMontery was uſed laſt year at London, for running down 


all the Accounts, were ſent up,. concerning che Perſecution of the. 
"Weſtern Clergy, as I told bo before ? Such + ingrain'd impudence 


4had it not ens ſeen and Ihad believed, wind neither have 
come from Hell nor It, the-rwo grand Staple-Ports for that Com- 
modity. What Relations of- Oaths, what confident + fry area 
-what Printed Papers.had we for: King Temes his being Dead" ac- 
Breft in March laſt ? 1 panda ok ar of ok - one 
ba, ouact a whole | Meeting a- 
it 
Witch what ſhameleſineſs did the News o up firſt; and a come 
down. from Londen in September laft, and pals current here 
'That the Streets of Edinburgh were thronged with" the 'Heads or 
Chitftains of Clanns, rage fecke> j to-rake the benefit of Kiog 
Wilkiaws's Inderamity, chat w after” Dwndee's death 2 
Though all the Kingdom Levers, not ſo much as one has come in 
ay? And what firange "Tales have been'told of -the. 


Pat 
eat Pork 'or Pork 


of theſe miſerable Scriblers.- RG YR 


TI will only add 'one- COnInes 'this Head 


md chat, Gn 
be Publiſhed that way, 


des 7 Bar 


vation:Work began; alf the favour ſhown, [has been to 'thoſe-who 
Marg haborg, 15) $a rite Foods erg 


ſpe&tin'their Lives, or'any ways lels Qualified-for:continuingin the : 


As ſhewing ſome Akers to futh; ith {ck diſcern 
ie then Ty hang pportuniy of dving To yer del 
2m er.t e:opportunity 0 

of wueonae Lives, and Ablins, and difable: Thom mn for = 


Remora's 
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' What tho the generality of the . 
follow, -thexefoxe, Epiſcopacy 


| clinatipns, of. the 
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ble you with a dozen of Lines, or ſo, about it  And-in-the firſt place ; 

Perhaps it,might be ſufficient to' (ay: no- more3 bat, What then ? 
-were-ſo endined? Will it 
wy be aboliſhed ' in Scotland ? If L 
miſtake not, 1 have heard-as good Neoodes anfwered with a- Nou 
ſequitar. - But if 1 am miſtaken, and the: Argument is d, then/all 
you Gentlemen, - the Divines of England, are moſt miſerably affronted ; 


 affronted, I ſay, by the Scotch Meeting of Eſtates, tho there was not 


ſo much as one Divine them, when-they. voted their Claim 
of Right: You have been wretchedly out all this while, in your DiCſ- 
putes with the Papiſis, tho you made a great: noiſe with them (and 
they. were too. weak for. you) theſe four or five Years by-zone. You 
have never hit upon_the true Rule of Faith'and Manners Chall I call 
it) or the Judg, "ba infallible Judg of. Controverſies 3 that Honor was © 
reſerved for the Scotch Laicks, i are the Men who have' been: the 
trueStudencs of the Diſcipliza Arceni, and have fallen upon-the Knack ; 
The inclinations of the generality - of | the People (tho, God: knows 
what a Raye would have made in our, Saviours time). are the thing ; 


' they are Rule or Judg, or whatever you pleaſe to-call them; and what 


more would ye have ? Loxd what a. Fic}d: has/ a Man hereplif be:pleaſ- 
ed to be wanton ? But I muſt cut ſhort,” and therefore'let;me-xeturn 
to. be, ſerious : Why then, to tell, you in a word, Sir, if ILmay-Gay it 
without giving the Lye to the Convention. 

s not a. falſcr Propoſition in the World, __ that the In- 
y. of the People of Scotland are) ainſ E- 
| or that they. look upon it as a great and infl Griev- 
Ice and Xeruble to. the Nation : And let us have a Poll for--it when 
", and you, ſhall quickly ſee the Demonſiration : If this docs 

atisfic 2020 opting) ry more. yet to ſay., 

wr; affirm, .with: a well grounded alſurance; that, if by the People 


you . mean the Commonaley,. the.rnde;/ illiterate Vulgus, the:thied Man 


through” the whole Kingdom is not Presbyterian.;z -and if -by.the-Peo- 
| Fo you mean thoſe who are Perſons of better Quality and Education | 


ole ſenſe in my: opinion, | ought-in all reafon, to go for the ſenſe 
be Need. 1 dare boldly aver, not the 13th. For notwithſiand- 

umors, that are on that Head, *cis well known to. 
dom, that Fanaticilm has all alongſt had lictle footing; in 
{cr half of the od, which lies@n the North of the 9-49, 
he Payton GRIER infinitely earneſt and. | pure to encreaſe and 


Ard he their umbers every where yet ia all that Country, they could 
never get above three pr 51 Mecting-Houſes erected, and nd tnla « too, 
| | very 
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very little frequented or. en d. Nay, even on this ſide-the Tay 
(except in the five aſſociated Shires in the Weſt) - the third Man was 
never e in theSchiſm, For convincing you of this, I'll ask no 


other Poltulate, than what I ſuppoſe you and all confidering Mcn will 
readily grant, and that. is, that Phanaticiſm is more apt to (ſpread and 
prevail in- Towns than in the Country 5 fo that by them we may beſt 
judg of the Numbers of the Party. It would make an intolerable 
Work. to go through all.z let me only inſtance in-ſfome of them, 
where the Experiment has been remarkably made, not many Months + 
ago. and. by theſe ye may judg, of the reſt, 

.... At- Perth Cor S. fobnſtown) where now a Presbyterian Miniſter is 
molt. illegally pofſcfſed. of the Church, the tenth man does not go to 
- hear him, and-particularly, not one.of the Magiſtrates, tho they were 
elected. by Poll. .. At Cowper in Fife, the Presbyterian Preacher (now 
pollefſed of the:Church ) ſometimes has not forty or fifty people in his 
Congregation... [The great Body waits all upon the | Regular Clergy, 
who have there got a Mectivg-Houſe. *Tis much the ſameat S. Andrews. 
At Sterling and Burnt-Iand, the Magiſtrates were likewiſe choſen by the 
Poll, but all Malignants, as they call them. At Sterling (as lam told } 
- the Presbyterian Votes were not one to fix, At Burnt-1/and they were 
but.one- to three, *Tis true indeed, the Privy Council has tyrn'd out 
theſc. Magifirates in. both Towns, and put Presbyterians ia their fiead; 
Some admire how arbitrarily it was done: but I am only concerned for 
the Inclinations of the generality of the people. Da 3 
.- At, Musſlebrerg. more than. eighteen of twenty "parts have once and 
again (ſince their Paſior was deprived ) ſapplicated the Council, that 
during - the . Vacancy, they might have Regular Clergy-Men to officiate 
amongſt them. .. 1 could inſtance allo, in Dumfermling, Dyſert, Weems, 
Leith, Fedburgh, Kelſo, and many other places. Nay, 

_ Even in Edinburgh, the Churches where the Epiſcopal Clergy ( who 
| haye.complyed ,) preach, are more thronged, and better frequented, 
than the Churches uſurped by the Presbyterians ; not to mention, that 
every Sunday there axe five or fix ſeveral Meetings of Men, who are not 
very well pleaſed with, cither Presbyterians, ar complying Epiſcopalians. 
Shall 1. tell you further yet, what I am credibly told, concerning even 


Glaſeow it (elf? Iam told, Sir, that cven. in that City, which has been 
{ot mous for phanatick Zeal.. and wherein on Chtriſtmaſs laſt, for a 
d 


zonfization- of it, the Rabble (with the preſent Earl of Argyle” on 
NE ) borat with the Pope, our two Archbilhops in'effigie; I'am 
told, 1 ay; .that even. in that City,.the greater number of Citizens of 
the-beſt quality are of Epiſcopal FR | AAA: mad 
Eg is Og 1 2 ndee 


| 
| 
| 
ror the man could -wiſh, * But what needs 'more* They: 


| 
'C 7 

' Indeed, Six, whatever number of Friends they-+ t have had a 
 year-.or two ago, rene confident this 'day it is by a third? 
Forbeſides that peoples eyes are now beginning to open, "ind ſce the in- 
conliſtency of t inciples and- pra@ices, with the common rules of- 
Nature; as well rar hriſtianiry,” they are beginning to'have enough of. 
their cant; and to be weary own their Sermons. © And hete F cannor for-- 
hear to 'relare to you a paſſage, which F had' lately from a very inge- 
_ Gentleman ; he Ro Angry nm _ __ Gentleman 
of good Quality, and good w en-engaged by his 
intereſt hep Presbyterian Afembliss 3 in their correla they 
came to” talk. concerning the Presbyterian Preachers, and that* Gentle- 

Aon my Author, he had now heard ther for two months, or ſo; 
he had Alatred: "a he had never fo much as heard one Criticiſm 
theE ation of a Text, never one Citation out -of Father, Poet, 
t, never one paſſage either of Civil or Charch Hiſtory. 
What? "Creptyel my Auchor ). .it ſeems then ye get nothing but pure 
. lean Goſpel ; bit tell me, do. ye get any great abundance of foal | 
ſenſe * To tell the truth (he anſwered ) even' as little of that too as any 
ves are begin- 
row to be ſenſible, that they are by far the ſmaller party : and if 
(cd, 1 could riame-a certain perſon; a Stateſman,” who had-a: great 
ob in-the late Revolution, # yet in the preſent Government, 


\ has 
who-confeſſed lately to another certain perſon, that (now: he was per-. 
ſuaded (tho he never believed ir before.) that the Epiſcopal was not on- 


SR Ou, "bt but even the better part of the: Nation. Bue after: 


ara: 
 Pethay he Difficulty; KiGyichine it chan to. nds that. 
apt ret torr put in the Claich of Ri andthe Prevbyterian Party 
amr ws fa far in the Convention an Fatliament?- 1 could cally 
abup{n IAſFion ettathat coo bar it would require a fuller 
duftion on han Tum vn ling to ocksinh ent; only in & word, when | 
the Members the Convention wete a ingdom rally. 
os in a. confulion 3. vaſt ex aching th there wr hots 
Opinions: gg _ altow thei to give arly countenance to the then. 
inſad hey. having many ape their Heads concerning the | 
L eco tae whole proce the other hand, the Presby- 
erians pig port , it grey Hey Spot. Wh —_— 
| y Elections 
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have. 
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the Members fieft-convence at Edinburgh; hid any Intereſt eſpouſed by - 
them becry/ ſubje@ed' to a Vote,” Atﬀfairs had gone far otheroiſ hab | 
they did. "But the Presbyterian Party forefeetng that, induftriouſly pro- - 
Red delays, and protratcd time 3 -and in the interim 'were infinitely 
vigilant to biaſs the Members; ſo that beforeeither the Forfeiture of the 
King, or that Article of the Claim of Right, F am now concerned in, 
were-voted, many of the Nobility, all the Bi and a great number 
of [Barons and Burgeſſes: had deſerted the Honſez and not # few of 
thoſe who ſtayed, had '( what through fear, and weakriefs, and the 
like infirrnities ) .changed their Principles, which their EleQtors ſupppſcd . 
were'in ther,” and they broughtto- Edinburgh with them. Thisis the 
true: way-that' matters went: I-conldeafily give you an account of the 
Topicks were made uſe of, for inveigling theſe Members who were im- 
poſed upor\ :- It was impoſſible the Proteſtant Religion could'be other- 
wiſe ſecured 5 England was a wiſe Nation, they had fet the Crown on - 
King /3lliam's Head already it Scotland ſhould diffent, it- would 'ruin - 
the Nation 4 the Eng/iſh were (atished* Presbytery ſhould be eftabliſhed 
here 3 and/King William was carneft forit, ( which, to tdll you by the 
by, I never' or very hardly could perfwade my felf to believe) and a 
great many more to: the fame” purpoſe. 'Theſe® and twenty: things - 
more I'contd deduce more largely, if 'it-were needfal ;. but thy Paper is 
now very near ſpent; ard ſo you muſt content" your Telf with what you 
have pot ar preſent. RD-en8 

Thus, Sir, in two long; Letters I have endeavoured, in part, to ſa- 
tisfie you concerving the prefent Eſtate of the Sconiſþ Clergy. If my 
Account is lame, it is no wonder, for I am none of the molt obſerving 
men in the. world z and* I was obliged for very good Reaſons to-forbear - 
confalting others, . and uſe only ſuch Materials as my own obſervation - 
could afford me. But this I'can "ſay over again, tho you have nat all, | 
yet you have nothing but Truth ; and tho it be notwelt-digelted, it is as - 
well-as 'I 'could , conſidering my Conveniences, And'{o. I bid: you + 


-' POS FICRIPT: 


I-was once minded to have told you fully too, what bitter RefleQions 
our Presbyterians are daily cafting upon your Church of England; how - 
they condemn. her Clergy. for deſerting; the Principles of Paſſive Obe- 
dience and Non-reliſtance, they were wont to glory ſo much in; how + 


it/is:their common talk, that in, aa 


mon tail itliam loves Epiſcopacy' as ill in - 
Evugland, -asin Scorfond; and woald'br content to have it away. (they be-. 


lieve, . 
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"eve, to-make way for the Dazch Model) if he could get it done; arid 


twenty other ſuch Stories. But. I believe, *ris only their hatred to your 
Conſtitution, makes them talk fo. Yet this is certain, we have here- 
Reprinted a Pamphlet, called: the Ceremony-monger, and (as I am in- 
formed )). at the command of ſome great perſon. | 


I am afraid, that poſſibly, I may have been injurious to the Privy 
- Council, in giving a partial account of their AR paſſed on Chriſtmaſs 


\Evelali, For I find many people are of the opinion, that it is not to 


be limited to the year 8g, but may comprehend former years alſo, for 
which Reaſon,.and becauſe in its Narrative, it brings ſome further 
light ( thoit needed no more ) to what I had aſſerted concerning their 
being refuſed the proteRion of the Government, who were turned out 
of their Churches by the Rabble, before thethirtcenth of April, I have 
ſubjoined the Ae here word by word, as it ſtands inthe Regiſter. And 
18Thas 37..." 5... 1 Re > 6 Hh 

At Edingburgh, Decem, 244 268g. The Lords of bis Majeſties Privy 
Council conſidering, that by the- AG of the Meeting of the Eſtates of the Date 


the thirteenth of April laſt, . there. is a difference made betwixt the Miniſters 


then in poſſeſſion and exerciſe of their Miniftery at their reſpeFive Churches, 
and thoſe who were nat ſoz and. that the Caſe of the Miniſters who were not in 
tbe allual exerciſe of thejr Miniſterial Fundion: the thirteenth day of April 
laſt by-paſt, lies yet under the conſideration of the Parliament; and leſt in 
-#be mean time they may call and purſue for the ſtipend alledged due to them, 


or put in executiou_the Decreets and Sentences already obtained at their in- 


ftance, for the ſame, before the Eſtates of Parliament can meet, and give 
their Determination 4s to that- point.. Therefore the ſaid Lords of Privy 
Council, finding that the Caſe foreſaid, depending before tbe Parliament, a 
0t obvious to be cognoſced, and decided npon by the inferior Judges, but that 
the ſamine ſhould be left intire to the Deciſion of the Parliament, bave thought 
fit to ſignifle to all inferior Courts and Miniſters of the Law, that the Matter 
sbove-mentioned is depending before the Parliament :- To the effe they may 
regulate and govern themſelves in the Judging of all Proceſſes ts be intented 
before them, upon the ſaid Matter, or in executing Sentences already pro- 
nounced thereupon as they will be anſwerable. 


- -- Sic dubſcribitur, 


— 


- . Crafurd ]. P. D, S-lon. 


| Thave juſt now ( after my Sheet was ended ) learned aPaſſage, which 
5s put for the confirmation of that which has a Croſs at it, and on the 
re N | | Margin, 


- 


4 


obo, hog . 
F 


uy [6G] 


Margin refers to the Poſtſcript.” It is that a Presbyterian Miniſter in 
Edinburgh confeſſed (with regrate) to a Gentleman, this ſame very. 


Week, - that within this half year by-gone their Party has loſt a great 


many thouſands z *tis true, , he called,them. go, but, l muſt beg his pardon : 
for 1 doubt if they could ever reckon, by ſo great numbers, in the whole 
Kingdom ( 1 ſtill except the five Weſtern Shires, where yet there's as 
little Religion, as in any part of Chriſtendom. J) He. ſaid further, 
That tho Patronages were a great Corruption, and the Church would 
never be well ja, c; 98h till they wereaboliſhed, and popular EleRions - 
advaniced in their fteadz yet they axe not inclined, that that matter 
ſhould be determined the enſuipg Seſſion of Parliament, becauſe they - 
find as the preſent Inclinations. of the generality of the People go 3 were 
che ſettling of Miniſters referred to popular EleQions, they would 
chuſe all cither Cameronians, or of Prelatical Principles: I ſuppoſe his 
Meaning was, in the often mentioned five Weftern Shires, Camerouians 
would-be choſen, and Epiſcopal Clergy-men through the reſt of the 
Kingdom generally. By this ye may judge, whether I had reaſon to ſay, 


that their Party is very much diminiſhed, and themſelves are very ſenſible ._ . 


of it 
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The Fourth LETTER. 


Edinb. Fan. 11. 1690» 


—. . —_ hg 


oy 6 | Ne EIIY 
"Wiſh you n good New Year: When- I parted with you: lately at- 
Loxdon, 1 found your Tenderneſs and Compaſhon enclin'd you to 
lament the ſad condition of our Church, and I remember you order- - 
ed me then, to let you know whether the Truth of things would ju- 
tifie the Reports that went current there, of the Sufferings of the Cler- - 
gy3 I found; that the half was. not told you then of .what. is com: 
monly known in this. place. .No Hiſtory, can parallet-the tragical 
Diſaſters the Clergy have met with ſince. the beginning of this Re- - 
volation it 4s very ſurpriſing, the preſent Governours, ſhould make 
it, their buſineſs. to (acrifice the Epiſcopal.Clergy (by Law. eſtabliſhed) 
to the Fury and blind Rage of an. oppoſite FaRion ;. Strangers will 
wonder -at it, and it 15 not calily accountable what can be the Politic 
to imbitter (o confiderable a Body. _ It is ſhamigful for. the, Judges to - 
be fo partial, as plainly: and openly to avow, they do not intend 
| | their : 
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en = but their Ruin. To :give you @ particular 
ing of 1689; - would fill a-Volume : How they have been driven in the 


midſt of Winer, wich" their Wives and tender Children, - from their 


dles-and- Reſidence :- Nor: is this" $0: be imputed fo much to: the 


 barharons Exccutioners, as to the blaody and enthufiattick Company 


that inſpir'd- them, | There is no ſafety for ſome Men, bur in the uni- 


 verſal Shipwreek of Church and: State; the ſhaking of the Nation was 
fo terrible; that all the Scum _ uppermoſt, our State and our Charch 


were at once levelled with-the Earth, and the Proteftant Religion 


"oft ics-former Hgnification- (when we underſtood by it unmix'd Chri- 


ſianicy free from Superflition and Enthuſiaſm) and/now it is no-more 


than every-mns fantaſtic humor, new Models: of Government, anda 
liberty to pull -down- the things that are moſt ancient an# moſt (a- 


cred. Will not the Proteſtants in Englend wonder, that ſome of our 
Miniſters have'been deprived” for not reading a Proclamation for a 
Faſi,” the Narrative whereof implyed no. lefs, *tharr that the Epiſcopal 


- Clergy wete deftitute of the affiftance- of God's Spirit -in the excr- 


cile of their Miniftry ;- You may fce the Paper when you pleafe,” and 


1 believe a. coarſer you never {aw in print, Not to mention here, 


thar-rhe-Arrt of att Mankind conld nor make Senſe of a certain Pa- 


&d to read it, under pain of De- 
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upon the Clergy fm hon: | 
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over-apain: in. Theo y, Languages, and [ne 
Ee pe. I jus --Was very. fond of 
x, eſpecially among the _ Cameronians 2 Gerd of of 
> + Peoplc: ided. to _their*own liar and : nonſenfical; Whinmfies, 
* © #hat they -pnapy become Anatipods to Mankind in their Language, 
>. Behavio ons, aud IntellcQtuals. There: caumot be. any thing-ita- - 
ned wore fancaſtically- -fooliſh than the Educazion.of theis ny mull 
ex = I ſo-much Latin as. touanderſtand. a ney, ad er ter 


d.. and more ledrned-thap.is any 
n. arrive +-at this Latcly:ope of thern w 
Dt h. Bi vg Þ per yroeengt would m_ 
” bez aked- if he nndeftood Greek and Latin, . 
A ” ..Englift 'and that: was eo 
--Oppreffion. to t run down with Clper, « 
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